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SURVEY AND COMMENT. 
A New Magazine Dealing with Psychical Research. 


The first issue of the new Psychic Research Quarterly has not 
yet reached this office, but the second, for October, is at hand. It 
is printed in London, by Kegan Paul, Trench, Triibner & Co., 
and this number contains 190 pages. The editor is Mr. W. 
Whately Smith, author of that able and discriminating volume, 

The Foundations of Spiritualism.” Articles and book reviews 
are of a high character, scientific and critical. There is a timely 
discussion of the proceedings on Psychical Research at the late 
Lambeth Conference; an article by the late W. J. Crawford, 
Se.D., on “ Psychical Structures at the Goligher Circle,” with 
cuts of photographs taken of the same; a confirmatory report of 
experiments made at the Goligher Circle with other photographs 
of the “psychic structures’ which, seemingly emanating from 
the medium’s body, levitate the table; a paper on “ The Powers 
of the Subconscious,’ by Kenneth Richmond; a historical survey 
of the “ Evidence for Telepathy,” by E. R. Dodds, articles on 
“ Freewill in its Bearing on Immortality,” and “ Evidential Mat- 
ter of Practical Importance,” by the Rev. Dr. A. R. Whately and 
Lady Trowbridge ; a memorial of Dr. Hyslop, by the Editor ; and 

‘Note on the Religious Value of Psychical Research,” also by 
the Editor; besides a number of book reviews. 
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We welcome this new Review to the field of discussion. 
Single numbers are 3 shillings sixpenee. 


A Correction. 


Mr. Hereward Carrington properly calls our attention to an 
error which appeared in the review of his book, The Problems of 
Psychical Research, in the June issue of the Journal. By an inad- 
vertence, the late Dr. Hyslop criticised the chapter supposed to 
be entitled “‘ The Psychology of the Planchette,” when the title 
was really “The Psychology of Planchette Writing,’ which 
makes that particular criticism nugatory. Other points to which 
Mr. Carrington takes exception simply represent opinions with 
which the latter disagrees. 


Beginning to Sit up and Take Notice. 


A correspondent who belongs to the medical profession sends 
us the following, which he says appeared as an editorial in the 
New York Medical Journal, a standard publication, in its issue 


of April 3, 1920. 


MODERN GHOSTS. 


Down through the ages there has defiled through the world an 
unending procession of psychologists who, according to the cen- 
turies and places through which they passed, were termed mad, or 
dreamers, or, at the best, seekers after something new or simply 
revivalists of that which was old. As they traversed what might 
be termed the villages of thought, crowds gathered to hear, at- 
tracted or repelled, just because the procession was a novelty. 

But some villagers to-day are not gazing open-mouthed. 
They are critical and pour fluent nonsense into editorial offices, 
breaking scientific eggs with sledgehammers and attacking cast- 
iron fallacies with pen-knives. Book-stores have rows of pretty 
volumes replete with stolen wisdom and ill-digested knowledge. 
Dozens of societies have sprung up, each with an “ organ”, where 
gleanings from the best journals are condensed to ambiguity or 
exsanguinated through careless cutting. 

It is with relief one turns to the journals of accredited socie- 
ties, such as that of the American Society for Psychical Research, 
to find on the cover of the December issue such interesting men 
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as James Hyslop, * * * Conan Doyle, and Jerome Jerome, 
waiting to turn the leaves. Jerome’s assertions that Conan 
Doyle’s facts are only conjuring tricks, are, says the editor, with- 
out evidence, and “ the presumption of the average literary man 
on this subject is a spectacle for gods and men.” 


A Request, in Relation to the Biography of Dr. Hyslop. 


Plans are under way to prepare a biography of Dr. Hyslop, 
and it is earnestly desired that loans of all available sets of letters 
written by him shall be obtained. Readers are asked to look up 
the letters written by Dr. Hyslop which are in their possession, 
and to send them, under whatever stipulations, to George H. 
Hyslop, M.D., 200 Chatterton Parkway, White Plains, N. Y. 
It is known that some have received a great many letters, and if 
these are still preserved they will be of great and almost indis- 
pensable assistance. But sometimes a single letter may be im- 
portant enough to send. All letters eventually will be returned, 
unless it is in any case stated that they need not be. 


An Unwarranted Intimation. 


In the Weekly Review of Nov. 3rd, Professor Joseph Jastrow 
permits himself to write as follows: “On August 2 an inquest 
was held upon the body of Dr. Crawford; a vial was found by 
his side. The verdict was: ‘ Died of poison’, evidently suicide. 
As yet details are not forthcoming. The plausible explanation is 
disillusion. Had the medium confessed? Or was she detected? 
Did Dr. Crawford succumb to the shock of discovery that his 
work of years was founded upon a sorry trick—that his reputa- 
tion was irretrievably ruined ?” 

Is this the scientific method—to imagine facts which sleds, if 
true, account for other facts? Does Prof. Jastrow announce 
“plausible explanations’ in his laboratory work? If “ details ” 
were “not forthcoming” was it not his duty to wait until they 
were, or at least to make some inquiry before he wrote an in- 
sinuation injurious to the dead? 

It so happens that nearly two months before Prof. Jastrow’s 
“plausible explanation ’’ was printed there had been published 
Dr. Crawford’s express and solemn repudiation of it, written just 
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before his self-inflicted death, in expectation of exactly the tra- 
duction which came. These are his words, in a letter dated July 
26th, and printed in “ Light’, Sept. 11th: 


I am writing you for the last time. My brain has completely 
broken down through overwork. Until a few weeks ago it was 
perfectly clear and in good working order, but as soon as the 
holidays commenced, something seemed to snap. I know now 
that I have unconsciously been overworking the brain cells for 
years on end and that they have given out. I feel there is no 
possibility of recovery. 

The psychic work has had nothing whatever to do with it. I 
have simply overtaxed an instrument which gave no sign that it 
was being overtaxed until too late. My psychic work was all 
done before the collapse and it is the most perfect work I have 
done in my life. Everything connected with it is absolutely cor- 
rect and will bear every scrutiny. 

I am quite aware that my mental break down will be put down 
by the enemies of Spiritualism to my having worked so long at 
the subject. The “ demonists” will say it is due to evil spirits 
and so on. But it is not so. It is simply a case of nervous ele- 
ments becoming shattered through overwork and too long con- 
centration. No one is to blame but myself. On the contrary, 
everybody has been exceedingly helpful and kind. 

My psychic work was done when my brain was working per- 
fectly. I derived great happiness from it and it could not be re- 
sponsible for what has occurred. Possibly some anatomical 
change has suddenly taken place in the brain substance which 
would have occurred in any case. We are such complicated bits 
of mechanism that it does not require much to put us out of 
action. 

I wish to reaffirm my belief that the grave does not finish all. 
I trust that I will find myself with a renewed energy and able still 
to further the work in which we are both interested. 

With regard to my present condition I feel there is absolutely 
no hope. The breakdown is making further way and I am get- 
ting worse daily. I feel that in a short time I might become a 
danger to those I love. You may think it strange that all this 
could take place inside a couple of weeks, but so it is. But what 
I wish to affirm now with all my strength is that the whole thing 
is due to natural causes and that the psychic work is in no way 
responsible. 
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“It (referring to work with the same medium whom Prof. 
Jastrow has in mind) is the most perfect work I have done in 
my life. Everything connected with it is absolutely correct and 
will bear every scrutiny.” These are solemn and emphatic words, 
written on the eve of death. No man has a moral right to dis- 
pute them without contrary data, or to substitute his “ plausible ” 
imaginings. 

Since Dr. Crawford’s death experiments with Miss Goligher, 
the medium referred to, have yielded the same results as during 
his lifetime. As already stated, these are reported in the current 
number of the Psychic Research Review. 
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CLAIRVOYANT (?) DREAM. 
By Proressor H. N. GARDINER. 


On March 2, 1920, Dr. John C. Hemmeter, a professor in the 
medical department of the University of Maryland, reported to 
me in a letter concerning a dream of the Rev. Dr. Richard L. 
Swain, a Congregational clergyman of Bridgeport, Conn., who 
was in the habit of visiting at his house after radium treatment 
for a malignant tumor, as follows :* 


“Every time that Rev. Dr. Richard L. Swain is subjected to 
treatment by radium, it has a strange and intensely interesting effect 
on his psyche. On last Sunday, February 29th, he arrived at my 
home at about 8:30 a. M. and looked very much upset; he said that 
he had been exposed to the treatment for five hours during the night 
at Dr. Howard A. Kelly’s sanatorium. Noticing his condition I said 
to him, ‘Go to your room, dear friend, and rest a bit, we shall have 
breakfast in about twenty minutes.’ After breakfast I had to con- 
duct a Bible class in my church at 10 a. mM. Dr. Swain’s pulse was 
very fast, and he did not seem to be himself; so I induced him to go 
to bed and pass the morning in sleep.” 


* * * * * * * 


“T returned from church at about one o’clock and having walked 
part of the distance very briskly, I took off my coat and intended to 
wash my hands in my bath room; then the thought of Swain came 
to my mind and I tiptoed to his room. (1 forgot to state I had 
changed my walking shoes to a pair of felt house slippers, which 
make no noise in walking; the carpet in Dr. Swain’s room is very 
thick and soft.) The door to his room was standing about one foot 
open. I entered very softly and seeing him lying on his right side 
with his face towards the wall, I tiptoed up to him and bending over 
him listened to his breathing. It was so regular and with a slight 
rasping sound at the end of each inspiration that I said to myself, 
‘He is sleeping so soundly, it is a pity to wake him up. I will let him 
sleep as long as possible before dinner.’ From his room I returned 
to my bath [room], washed my hands, then entered my study and sat 





* The originals of the letters are in the files of the Society. 
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down reflecting over his condition and whether perhaps the internal 
medication with iodine could benefit. (1 forgot to state that I had 
used iodine that morning on a part of the gum in my mouth.) Then 
I went down and joined my wife and Miss Steiner in the library. 
Miss Steiner said that she had just peeped into Dr. Swain’s room, 
that the curtains were drawn and the room was quite dark, but she 
could see him indistinctly, apparently still asleep. This was about a 
half hour after I had been in Dr. Swain’s room myself. Even if he 
had awakened at the moment, he could not have recognized either 
Miss Swain or myself because the room was too much darkened. 


At 2 p. M. Ida, the maid, rapped at Dr. Swain’s door and awak~ 
ened him, and presently he came down to the library dressed for 
dinner. He said, ‘I didn’t think you would be back from church so 
early, your church is so far away.’ We went into the dining room 
and Swain, continuing to talk, said, ‘1 had a very vivid dream about 
you: it may have been three quarters of an hour ago. I dreamt you 
came into my room dressed in a yellow shirt, and you had a yellow 
liquid on your teeth, and after studying me awhile, you went to the 
bath room and then to your study, and in your study you meditated 
profoundly on my condition and whether the yellow liquid could be 
effective.’ Miss Steiner and I exchanged looks. I replied, ‘ Dr. 
Swain, I really was in your room bending over you [and] listened a 
long time to your breathing. The room is very familiar to me and I 
could find you in the dark; and then I went to my study to meditate 
over your condition.’ Dr. Swain stood aghast; he said, ‘ Did you 
meditate over my condition in your study?’ I said, ‘ Yes, sir.’ I 
believe if I had used the Freudian method of psychoanalysis, I could 
have penetrated into the profoundest depths of his subconscious at 
that time ; but he appeared enough upset already and our next efforts 
were directed to assuring him, and we took him out to an auto 
ride. 

“P. S. I omitted to state that on that Sunday I wore a yellow 
silk shirt, a shirt which was given me as a Christmas present, and 
which I ordinarily do not like to wear, because of its color; but as I 
wished to get some use out of it, 1 put it on this Sunday, for when I 
have my coat on, very little of the shirt can be seen. The description 
of the color of the shirt and that it stopped at the waist line, and of 
the yellow color on the teeth by Dr. Swain, is most striking.” 
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I replied on March 5, enclosing letters for Dr. Swain, Miss 
Steiner and Mrs. Hemmeter for independent testimony, and 
putting to Dr. Hemmeter the following questions: 


“1. Could Dr. Swain have seen you bending over him? Did 
you observe whether his eyes were tightly closed? 2. Could he have 
perceived your presence in any other way, e. g., by hearing or feeling 
your breathing, or by smell? 3. Were you not wearing the yellow 
shirt at breakfast? If not, could Dr. S. have known or surmised 
that you would be wearing it on that day? 4. Was anything said at 
breakfast, or at any other time, of a possible internal treatment with 
iodine or some other medicament? You will see the bearing of 
these questions. ... The case suggests supernormal knowledge. 
but I am wondering whether it may not be accounted for by suppos- 
ing that the dream was started ... by an actual sensation of your 
presence . . . and that the details were then worked up in a fashion 
consistent with all the circumstances. Of course Dr. Swain knew 


and was probably almost constantly thinking [at the time] of your 
thoughtful kindness. . . .” 


Dr. Hemmeter answered my letter on March 9, remarking on 
the uniqueness of the case in his experience, and reminding me 
that Dr. Swain habitually uses strong glasses, without which “ he 
could not recognize any one in a darkened room, except by the 
voice,’ and that he is also partially deaf, especially in the left 
ear—which, if he was lying on his right side, would be the one 
exposed. 


“ As to an apparent impulse through one of the five senses, I 
believe we can surely exclude (1) touch; (2) taste; (3) not abso- 
lutely the olfactory sense,—but it is hardly conceivable that a man in 
sleep, manifesting a slight snore, could sme!l another man; I know 
no habitual odor about me and I do not use tobacco; (4) sight: his 
eyes were closed and face to the wall, buried in the pillow; I saw 
only his left eye, his right eye was on the pillow, he was lying on his 
right side, with his face to the wall and back to me; (5) auditory: 
there was no sound but that of Dr. Swain’s respiration, at the end of 
inspiration an unmistakable snoring sound. Miss Steiner and my 
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wife experimented in the same room to-day to ascertain whether 
they could hear my footsteps on the soft rug; they could not.” 

This is intended to cover my first two questions. The last two 
are met as follows: “ The yellow shirt was worn at breakfast under 
a black coat, the cuff did not show to-day when I wore it under the 
same coat; the black vest [was] buttoned high up, and I wore a 
black cravat that concealed that small part of [the] shirt that could 
possibly show there. 

“Neither I nor Dr. Swain used the word ‘iodine’ or of any 
chemic substance before or after that dream. I used it on a sore 
gum at 7:30 a. M; when I entered his room it was 1 Pp. M. about. He 
spoke only of a yellow liquid or yellow substance. It was striking 
that he described me in his dream as appearing in yellow, not from 
the neck down where a shirt begins, but from the mouth down.” 
After stating that Dr. Swain repeated the dream to a friend, Mr. 
Arthur Gthm, who dropped in for dinner, but without telling him 
that “ he dreamt of seeing me in my study meditating on the possible 
effects of the yellow substance! on his condition.” Dr. Hemmeter 
adds, what may seem significant to any who may be disposed to a 
telepathic interpretation, “I will emphasize that the pharmacologic 
effect of iodine on his case had been in my mind that morning.” 


In my acknowledging this letter I pointed out the possibility 
of other sensational sources of the impression of presence be- 
sides those of the “ five” senses, but did not question the coher- 
ency of the testimony, preferring to hear first from the other 
witnesses. Miss Ruby Steiner wrote on March 10, Mrs. Hem- 
meter, March 15 and Mr. Gthm, March 18. Miss Steiner reports 
that though “ very tired and excitable,” it was some time after 
Dr. Hemmeter left that Dr. Swain could be persuaded to go to 
his room. He lay on the couch there. She went to his room to 
get something she had left there, but on reaching the door “ real- 
ized he was there and turned back.’”’ She then relates the circum- 
stance more directly connected with the dream, as follows: 


“ A little later Dr. Hemmeter came in and as Mrs. Hemmeter 
and I were in the library waiting for dinner to be announced, Dr. 
Hemmeter came in and said he had just been in Dr. Swain’s room 
and listened to his breathing, and as he seemed to be sleeping so 
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soundly and was so tired hated to wake him. While we were talking 
we heard Ida go up and knock on his door to waken him. Soon he 
came down and as we were going in to dinner he said to Dr. Hem- 
meter, ‘ You know, Dr., I just had a peculiar dream about you.’ He 
said he thought Dr. was bending over him and that he was all yellow 
from his mouth way down below his chest as though he had spilt a 
solution on himself resembling iodine somewhat, and Dr. H. re- 
marked that it would cleanse it all the better when it dried. Then 
he said he thought Dr. sat down and thought over the case.” She 
further comments on Dr. Swain’s deafness and is “ sure he did not 
know what color shirt Dr. had on, as his coat covered it up. More- 
over, the room was darkened and he wears glasses, as his sight is 
impaired also.” 





Mrs. Hemmeter confirms what has been said about the ar- 
rival of Dr. Swain, the circumstances preceding his lying down, 
the return of Dr. Hemmeter from church, his report to the ladies 
on his visit to the patient’s room, and the going of the maid to 
awaken him at 2 p. M. She then continues: 









“ He came down a few minutes later and at the library door on 
our way to the dining room, he said to Dr. Hemmeter, I had a dream 
about you five or ten minutes ago. I dreamed you came into my 
room, leaned over me, and from your mouth down to below your 
chest you were covered with a yellow fluid which resembled (iodine). 
I made a remark about it and Dr. Hemmeter said, It will cleanse it 
when it dries; then Dr. H, sat down in his study [and] thought 
deeply about my case and its treatment.” 


Mrs. Hemmeter also remarks on Dr. Swain’s deafness and 
use of glasses. 3 

Mr. Arthur Gthm, to whom Dr. Swain related his dream at 
the dinner table, reports as follows: 


“As far as I can recall, this is about the substance of what he 
said: that he had slept soundly (he was most emphatic about this 
feature) with his face turned towards the wall, the room being in a 
darkened condition (which would quite preclude color impressions 
through the ordinary sense channels) ; that he dreamt that Prof. 
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Hemmeter had entered his room, bent over him from the rear and 
then, after tarrying awhile, returned to his study, and finally that 
while Prof. Hemmeter was leaning over him, he obtained the im- 
pression of something yellow which was diffused from his (Prof. 
H.’s) mouth to about the waist line. Prof. Hemmeter then pointed 
to his shirt (yellow in color) which I had never seen on him before.” 
Mr. Oehm was evidently a good deal impressed by the recital, for in 
a letter to Dr. Hemmeter shortly after the occurrence, and by the 
latter forwarded to me, he says that he cannot help “ regarding the 
whole incident as quite remarkable ” ; Dr. Swain was emphatic in ex- 
pressing his belief that he was really asleep and he could not possibly 
have seen the color of the shirt, his face being turned to the wall and 
the room dark; and the writer “ feels perfectly assured that Rev. 
Swain was laboring under no mental strain when I met him.” 


The accounts thus far are fairly consistent. There is a slight 
discrepancy between Dr. Hemmeter’s report as to what Dr. Swain 
said as to the time of the dream (“it may have been three- 
quarters of an hour ago’’), and Mrs. Hemmeter’s (“ five or ten 
minutes ago,” cf. Miss Steiner’s “I just had’’); but this seems 
unimportant. According to Dr. H., Dr. S. spoke of a “ yellow 
liquid’”’ or “ substance”’ “on the teeth,” but did not mention 
iodine; according to Miss Steiner and Mrs. Hemmeter, it was as 
though from the mouth down to below the chest he had spilt a 
liquid resembling iodine. Dr. Hemmeter himself, in a note dated 
March 11, called my attention to the discrepancy of opinion about 
the use of the word, stating that the ladies “ are confident that he 
did compare the yellow color to iodine. ‘‘ Personally,” he says, 
“T am in doubt about this; but I am sure I did not mention it to 
him before I left the house.” Mr. G2hm says nothing about Dr. 
S.’s dreaming of Dr. Hemmeter’s sitting down and meditating 
about the case; but already on March 9 Dr. Hemmeter had in- 
formed me that in telling the dream to Mr. Gthm, Dr. Swain had 
omitted that part of it. 

We now come to the testimony of Dr. Swain himself. His 
letter is dated March 12, 1920, from Bridgeport, and reads as 
follows: 


“lhe circumstances and the dream of which you enquire are as 
follows: 
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“T had been under heavy radium treatment in the hospital from 
10:30 in the evening until 2:30 in the morning. About noon I (then 
being at Dr. Hemmeter’s home) went up to my room and soon fell 
into a deep sleep. Covered with my overcoat, I lay on a couch with 
my face to the wall. When wakened for dinner by a rap on the 
door I was lying in the same position with every indication, as well 
as the feeling, that I had not moved. The couch was the full length 
of the room from the door and on the opposite side of the room. I 
could not see in the direction of the door without turning my head. 
When I met Dr. H. five or ten minutes later, as it seemed to me, in 
the hall, I told him of my dream. I [dreamed that I] was in bed, and 
though the room was differently arranged from any in the doctor’s 
house, yet I was clearly in his home. The Dr. opened the door, which 
was straight across the room from my bed. I was lying on my left 
side [he was actually, according to the testimony of Dr. H., lying on 
his right] and looking straight at the door. Stepping just inside the 
door the doctor stood there two or three minutes looking at me and 
smiling. He had on neither coat, vest, nor collar. His silk shirt was 
stained a deep yellow from the neck almost to the waist as a result 
of spilling some iodine which he had been using for some trouble 
about the face. While I laughed at his predicament, yet I remarked 
that the color was as even as it would have been if the silk had been 
dyed yellow. After a few moments the yellow began to disappear 
at the neck of the shirt and extended over a space about six inches 
square. This portion became a beautiful blue which shaded off at 
the edges into the yellow. The rest of the stain remained. I re- 
marked to him that there was no trace of stain on the part that had 
returned to its natural color. To the contrary, it looked particularly 
clean and bright. That, the Dr. said, was the way iodine acted on 
silk. I only had a straight front view of the Dr., but every bit of the 
shirt seemed to be yellow almost to the waist. 

“T noticed that the Dr. seemed unduly interested while I was 
relating the dream. Then he told me that he was in my room about 
that time, and finding me so soundly asleep thought it too bad to 
waken me. So after bending over me to iisten to my breathing, he 
tiptoed out of the room, leaving me sound asleep. Then he called my 
~attention to the fact that he had on a yellow silk shirt; and that he 
had used iodine that morning on a tooth, if I rightly remember. 


“ This, I think, is a full description of the circumstances and the 
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dream. If there are any questions you wish to ask me, I shall be 


glad to answer. If you arrive at any conclusions, I should be pleased 
to hear them.” 


I replied on March 18 asking a number of questions, the an- 
swers to which were received in a letter dated March 22. The 
most significant of the questions was that numbered 7 : “ You say 
nothing of what happened after the dreamed figure left you, or 
indeed about how the dream terminated. Did you, as a matter of 
fact, dream that after he left you he went to the bath room and 
then into his study and there meditated profoundly on your con- 
dition and as to whether an internal application of iodine (or the 
yellow liquid he seemed to have spilled on his shirt) would be 
helpful?” The character of the other questions is sufficiently 


indicated in the corresponding numbers of the response. This is 
what Dr. Swain says: 


“1. No one was present when I began telling Dr. H. my dream, 
but Mrs. Hemmeter joined us in the hall just as I was finishing the 
story. I at once repeated it to her. After we were seated at the table 
a friend dropped in for dinner, and the story was repeated, mostly 
by Dr. H., to him. I remember no remarks beyond the common 
remarks that it was interesting. Of course I told the dream toa few 
people after reaching home, and all thought it very interesting with- 
out making any very significant remarks that I recall. 

“2. After the rap on my door calling me to dinner, I simply 
brushed my hair and went down immediately, as I was already 
dressed. I must have been down stairs within two minutes after 
waking. It seemed to me that I had dreamed the dream about five 
minutes before waking, but of course I have no means of knowing. 
My impression was that the dream was very shortly before I was 
wakened. What I said to the Dr. was, ‘I dreamed of you about five 
minutes ago.’ He did not tell me that he was in my room until after 
I had fully narrated the story. I was surprised to learn from him 
that he or any one had been in my room, as I was not the least con- 
scious of having been disturbed. 


“3. In my dream it seemed very real that the shirt was colored 
by the iodine. I saw some of it drop from the little swab, and two- 
thirds of the surface of the waist became stained after he appeared 
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in the door. It did not occur from spilling the iodine from the bot- 
tle, but from a few drops falling from the little swab, and it seemed 
a great surprise to me that so little could stain his shirt to the waist 
so evenly. 


“4. Yes. I mentioned the iodine in telling the story, and he did 
not speak until I had told the whole story. Nothing in the dream 
was more definite to my mind than the iodine. There was no ques- 
tion in my mind about that. 


“5. I was greatly surprised when he called my attention to his 
yellow silk shirt after I had related the dream. I had not the slight- 
est consciousness of having noticed it before. I was absolutely with- 
out knowledge of his having used iodine or anything else. Whether 
I unconsciously recognized his yellow shirt at breakfast there is no 
way to determine, but it is absolutely certain that I knew nothing of 
any medicine having been used, neither did I hear the slightest sug- 
gestion that he needed medicine for any reason whatever. 


“6. In the dream there was no doubt about either the extent or 
the evenness of the color. That it should be so extended, and the 
color so perfectly even, was a great element of surprise to me while 
I was dreaming. It soon ceased to look like anything spilled on the 
shirt ; it seemed that the shirt had become naturally dyed from the 
iodine which first appeared in streaks. 


“7. It is hazy as to whether the dream figure left; he may have 
stepped back through the door, but the dream ended abruptly. There 
was no further thought about anything. It at no time, in the dream, 
occurred to me that I was either sick or well or that he ever thought 
of me except to enjoy the predicament with me. I was surprised at 
the way the iodine acted, while he was simply amused. The part 
that turned blue, as previously reported, seemed a perfectly natural 
occurrence to him. The dream was very vivid from beginning to 
end, but there was nothing beyond what I have related. 


* * * * * * * 


“P. S. On question 3 I wish to add that the shirt was stained 
down for a few inches when he first appeared at the door, but as he 
continued to hold the swab up not far from his right cheek, one or 
two drops seemed to fall after I saw him. I seemed to know some- 
how that all together there had fallen but a few drops, but it ran 
through the silk as ink runs through a blotter.” 
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It is disconcerting to find Dr. Swain in this account of his 
experience positively denying what Dr. Hemmeter, Mrs. Hem- 
meter and Miss Steiner all report as contained in his original 
story and what Dr. Hemmeter notes as omitted from the story 
as repeated to Mr. Oehm, namely, that the thought of Dr. Hem- 
meter as sitting down and meditating on his condition formed any 
part of the dream whatsoever. There is an increasing elaboration 
of this feature of the story from Miss Steiner’s, “‘ he thought Dr. 
sat down and thought over the case,” through Mrs. Hemmeter’s, 
“then Dr. H. sat down in his study and thought deeply about my 
case and its treatment,” to Dr. Hemmeter’s report that S. thought 
of him as going to the bath room and then to the study and medi- 
tating profoundly on his (S.’s) condition, a feature which, when 
told that it actually occurred, caused Dr. Swain to stand aghast. 
Various hypotheses might be invoked to account for these discrep- 
ancies and this contradiction in the testimony. It is possible that 
Dr. Swain may have forgotten. But Dr. Swain is an intelligent 
man and if he really had been impressed as Dr. Hemmeter says he 
was, and as he well might have been, by the discovery of so pre- 
cise a correspondence between what he thought in his dream and 
facts of which he could have had no normal knowledge, is it 
likely that he would so soon have forgotten it? He did not speak 
of it in narrating his dream to Mr. Gthm at the time* nor in a 
carefully written account of his experience less than a fortnight 
later, and in answer to a definite inquiry he expressly denies that 
it occurred. To be sure we have the testimony of three witnesses 
to the contrary ; but the chances of confusion and misunderstand- 
ing on their part seem to be greater than that Dr. Swain should 
have failed to remember as striking a feature of his own experi- 
ence, if it existed. 

But if these exact features of the alleged correspondence are 
abandoned, there is nothing in the dream to suggest clairvoyance 
and the probability of telepathy seems considerably reduced. Dr. 
Hemmeter came into Dr. Swain’s room while the latter was sleep- 
ing, he was without a coat and wore a yellow shirt, and he had 


*Mr. G£hm reports him as dreaming that Dr. H. bent over him from the 
rear and afterwards returned to his study, but it is to be remembered that, 


according to Dr. S., it was Dr. H. who repeated most of the incident to Mr. 
CEhm. 
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that morning used iodine. Shortly afterwards—the exact time 
cannot be determined, and is not perhaps important—Dr. Swain 
reproduced these elements of fact in his dream. But the setting 
is very much transformed. He was lying on his right side on the 
couch asleep; he dreamed that he was in bed awake, lying on his 
left side facing the door, by which Dr. H. entered. Dr. H. had 
only his coat off ; in the dream he was collarless and vestless. He 
was not carrying a swab soaked with iodine from which the drops 
fell staining the shirt, as he appeared in the dream; and, of course, 
the actual situation was not as fully humorous as it seemed to be 
to the dreamer. In time, the dream, while reproducing certain 
rather striking elements of fact, followed the usual method of 
dreams by fantastically elaborating them. The question is, does 
the reproduction of these elements require any other hypothesis 
than those furnished by orthodox psychology ? 

It can be accounted for on recognized principles if we assume 
(1) a “sense of presence”’ in the sleeper due either to hyper- 
sensibility to ordinary impressions, e. g., to Dr. Hemmeter’s 
breathing while bending over him (say, impact and temperature 
sensations ), or to some subtler, e. g., magnetic or other, corporeal 
effluence, (2) the accompanying coefficient, whatever it may con- 
sist in, which serves for personal identification, and (3) the 
emergence of latent impressions—the color of the shirt, the stain 
or the touch of iodine—received, but not noticed, earlier in the 
day, say, at the breakfast table. But whether this or any similar 
explanation is correct is certainly doubtful, and unless the whole 
thing is to be set down to chance coincidence, it seems worth 
while to record the facts in the hope that they may serve for com- 
parison with other similar facts and ultimately to throw light on 
some of the most obscure and at the same time, most interesting 
problems of our human experience. 

H. N. GarDINER. 
Christmas Cove, Me. 
Aug. 2, 1920. 
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“BOSH ” PROVES TO BE SENSE. 
By JAmMEs H. Hystop. 


A rather important matter has been brought to our attention 
by Mr. Hubert Wales, an English writer of some prominence, 
who is a member of the English Society. It will be best intro- 
duced by some quotations from the Report of Professor James 
of some sittings with Mrs. Piper, published in our Proceedings, 
Vol. Ill, pp. 555, 560, 583. 

Dr. Hodgson died December 20, 1905. On May 21st, 1906, 
he purported to be communicating about a case out West which 
he knew before his death and suddenly interrupted his message 
with the following: 


I will do everything I can because I am so anxious, and if I can- 
not prove—wait a moment—will you spell this after me? [Very 
dramatic change—as if some sudden influences had come upon him. | 

It is Zeivorn. [spelt out.] 

|W. J. pronounces each letter after it is spoken by R. H.] 

Now put those letters, repeat those backwards, and I have left 
that word written and I think you will find it among my papers. It 
is original and nobody saw it, nobody will understand it. [Not found 
there —W. J.] 


(That is a password.) 





Yes. It is sealed, if I remember rightly. Now wait a moment. 
That is‘one you will find in my office 
think | left it in a book. 

(This one that you just spelt out?) 

Yes. . 

(Did you make that word up?) 

I spelt the word, made the word up and spelt it out because | 
knew no one living would guess at it or hit it. 

(It does not mean anything in particular ?) 

Nothing at all. (Just a password?) Yes. 





in my rooms rather—and | 





Later on the communicator returned to the subject and re- 
quested the sitter to repeat the word. 
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I wish you would repeat to me those letters, to see if you have 
got them correct. 


(Zeivorn.) 


That is right. It is written in cipher, the one word, and written 
by itself, on a large sheet of paper, carefully folded and placed in 
- one of my books, and it is in a book of poems I think, and I think it 
vas Longfellow’s, and the book has a scroll up and down the back, 


and the binding is green in color, and I don’t think any one living 
knows that but myself. 


In his concluding comments on the record, Professor James, 
referring to this very incident, said: 


“ Dramatically, most of this ‘bosh’ is more suggestive to me of 
dreaminess and mind-wandering than it is of humbug. Why should 
a ‘ will to deceive’ prefer incorrect names so often if it can give the 
true ones to which the incorrect ones so frequently approximate as 
to suggest that they are meant? ‘True names impress the sitter 
vastly more. Why should it so multiply false ‘ passwords’ (“ Zei- 
vorn ”, for example) and stick to them? It looks to me more like 
aiming at something definite, and failing of the goal.” 


No meaning had been found for this special instance and 
hardly any other comment could be made, except that it was not 
necessary to assume that it was false. It might be only unveri- 
fiable. Those who knew how Dr. Hodgson’s affairs were cleared 
up might easily conceive that much might have been destroyed 
that was important to him. Indeed, Mr. Piddington, who helped 
in the final disposition of things, admitted that it was merely an 
accident that saved some anagrams which served as excellent 
confirmation of statements made through Mrs. Piper and Mrs. 
Verrall. 

But to cap all this I received this summer the following letter 
which explains this word “ Zeivorn”’ admirably. It is not only 
a password but a cipher which turns out to be as good as a post- 
humous letter in its meaning. The only discount which it must 
suffer is the objection which the sceptic might advance, that Dr. 
Hodgson had either explained it to Mrs. Piper when living or had 
mentioned it as an example of what could be done with the name 
of her daughter. It is exceedingly improbable, one knowing Dr. 
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Hodgson would say impossible, for him to mention any such 
cipher that he intended to reserve for himself. What he might 
have done in explaining the possibility of a cipher messege is a 
free subject for speculation. But here is the letter: 


Tue Lone House, 
HINDHEAD, SURREY, 
10th August, 1919. 
James H. Hystop, Esq., 
DEAR SIR:— 

As a member of the English Society for Psychical Research, 
and one actively interested in its work, I venture to write to you 
upon a matter which you will be in a better position to test than 
we are and may possibly care to look into. 

You may remember that, in Professor James’s report on Mrs. 
Piper’s Hodgson control, the mysterious word ZEIVORN is stated 
to have been twice given. This, it was said, was a password, was 
written in cipher, and required to be read backwards.* 

I found, without much difficulty, that this word responded to a 
simple key, of which I enclose a note. You will see that it is a 
combination of two common cipher systems—for the first and last 
nine letters of the alphabet, the alphabetical order is reversed, for 
the central eight, the letter immediately following the right one is 
used. Translated by. this key, the word ZEIVORN makes 
AVRENIM, which, when read backwards, is of course MINERVA. 
This, I understand, is the name of one of Mrs. Piper’s daughters, 
and so would be especially familiar to Hodgson. 

In Professor James’s report there are several references by the 
Hodgson control to some writing in cipher and promises to give 
the key, which was not, however, apparently given. It has struck 
me that this word ZEIVORN might conceivably be the key in 
question. 

There are no specimens of any cipher script of Hodgson’s at 
the office of the S. P. R. in England, but only of some private 
shorthand. I wrote, however, to Miss Edmunds, who was Dr. 
Hodgson’s assistant, and she replied that there are specimens of 
cipher writing of his in America. She added that this was private, 
as one would naturally suppose; but that would seem to be no bar 


* Proc, A. S. P. R, Vol. ITI, pp. 555, 560-561. 





608 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


to testing it, with a view to seeing if it would respond to the same 
key as zeivorn, since in any case it would not be necessary to pub- 
lish any of it, or, at the most, only very slight, unimportant extracts. 

May I add that I have read with very great interest your own 
most closely reasoned and exhaustive report on Mrs. Piper’s trance. 


Very truly yours, 
Husert WALES. 


Translating out of cipher: 
A—Z J—Q R—I 
B—Y K—J S—H 
C—X L—K T—G 
D—W M—L U—F 
N—M V—E 
O—N W—D 
P—O x—C 
Q—P Y—B 
Z—A 


The incident, however, does have the interest, that it is an- 
other example of a verified fact which had long been discounted 
as worthless. This is true on any theory of it. My own experi- 


ence has been that many an incident which long remained unveri- 
fied or unintelligible has finally become excellent evidence when 
the matter can be successfully probed. If we could be sure that 
the cipher had not been casually mentioned to Mrs. Piper, we 
should now have what would be equivalent to a posthumous letter. 


October 28th, 1919. 

This conjectured possibility, however, has the following quali- 
fication. I personally interrogated Mrs. Piper in regard to the 
matter without telling her the facts or my purpose in doing so. I 
first asked her whether she ever knew or heard whether Dr. 
Hodgson had left a posthumous letter, and she said that she had 
not. I then asked her if he had ever spoken to her about leaving 
one and she said he had, going on to tell the following facts with- 
out further inquiry. When deploring that the Blodgett and 
Myers letters had failed Dr. Hodgson went on to say that, if any 
warning or premonition of his own death came and if he wrote 
any such a letter, he would write one that would take a Philadel- 
phia lawyer to decipher and that he would prepare it in such a 
way that no clairvoyant would be able to read it through an 
envelope. 
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Questioned whether he had said more she said that he had not 
and I have reported her language almost verbatim. I then told 
her why I had made my inquiries and she said that he had never 
mentioned or discussed any cipher in connection with the name of 
her daughter. On this she was quite emphatic and then I gave the 
actual word that came to Professor James and she said he had 
never explained the matter to her in the way conjectured in the 
objection to its possible genuineness. If her memory has not 
failed her the instance is as good as a posthumous letter. 

While working on the Smead record last summer [1919] I 
accidentally came across two passages which had no meaning for 
me or the Smeads at the time the record was made in 1905 and 
1906, or indeed until I received the deciphered word from Mr. 
Wales in 1919. The first one is connected with an apparent pre- 
monition of Dr. Hodgson’s death. 

Dr. Hodgson died on December 20th, 1905. On the night of 
December 19th, the day before his death, Mrs. Smead had a 
vision of a lady which she took at first to be the mother of Christ, 
but soon got the impression that it was Dr. Hodgson’s mother. 
She also saw my face a number of times and the face of Dr. 
Hodgson once, and also thought the scene was in India, which 
last involved some sort of illusion, tho Dr. Hodgson had been in 
India many years before, the fact being probably known to Mrs. 
Smead. The vision told Mrs. Smead that I, Dr. Hyslop, was 
going away. This so alarmed Mrs. Smead, thinking that it fore- 
told my death, that she awakened from her semi-trance. 

As remarked above, Dr. Hodgson died on December 20th. 
Mrs. Smead did not know the fact until sometime later, Mr. 
Smead having destroyed the paper so that she would not see the 
notice of it. On December 22nd, two days after the death of Dr. 
Hodgson, Mr. Smead had a sitting with his wife, Mrs. Smead not 
knowing of the death of Dr. Hodgson. 

[A bar of music was written which was soon explained by 
the fact that allusion was made to my deceased wife who was a 
musician, The automatic writing was then as follows]: 


(We like it.) Sing it. (Shall I make a new scale?) no, no. 

(Who is writing?) Hyslop went out. 

[Mrs. Smead said she could see a hand right over hers and that 
she could see the fingers taking hold.] 
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James H. why don’t you speak to me. 

(I don’t know who is writing.) 

Why yes, Mry. [Apparently an attempt at Mary which was the 
name of my deceased wife, and who was a student of music. Facts 
known to Mrs. Smead. ] 

(Write your name plainly.) My name is the same it was always. 

(James H. Hyslop is not dead.) [Scrawl.] my name is same as 
alyays [always] you do not need it for refe rence [scrawl] my .... 

(James H. Hyslop is not dead.) 

I beg your pardon. I did not say he was here, his friend. 

(Who are you?) m... my name is the same as always. 

[Scrawls apparently made by the trembling of the pencil. All 
the writing at this point was very wavy. ] 

(Write your name, please.) 

[Scrawl apparently representing attempt at the letter ‘M’ and 
one other letter undecipherable. | 

(Go on, friends.) [Mrs. Smead awakened quickly and writing 
becomes clear. | 

HHHRHH.ABCDEFGHIJKLM.... 

(Write your name.) what. (I thought you agreed to have the 
Deacon here tonight. Where is the Deacon?) 

we will tell. when did I. I just come [came]. 

(You know I ought to have your name.) 

[Pause for about ten minutes for Mrs. Smead to rest. ] 

(All ready again.) 

Yes, we come to tell you to try your work when it is light, will 
you people. what [that] is the way I did. way I did when it was day- 
light. you see then they could not say fraud to me under such cir- 
cumstances. [Mrs. Smead exhausted and sitting stopped. ] 


Mr. Smead did not suspect who the communicator was. That 
is evident in his questions. Besides he put a question mark on 
the outside of the sheet or record after the word “ communi- 
cator ’’, indicating his ignorance regarding the communicator. It 
is quite apparent to me, on any theory whatever, that the inten- 
tion is to represent my wife and some one else not clearly indi- 
cated, unless “ R. H.” means Dr. Hodgson, as it does generally 
in the records. But it was not suspected at the time. The music 
and the attempt at her name “ Mary” point to her identity on 
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any theory, and the reference to daylight as escape from the sus- 
picion and accusation of fraud is quite true.of Dr. Hodgson and 
characteristic of him, tho not specially relevant to this case and 
situation. 

On the 28th of December the initials “ R. H.” came again 
and the statement “ You remember me.” But nothing else ex- 
cept the word “ Hello” which Hodgson often used in his Piper 
work. 

On January 24th, 1906, there was some evidence of the pres- 
ence of Dr. Hodgson, but not conclusive. But it was not till 
January 29th, 1906, that the more distinct indications of an at- 
tempt at his cipher came. 


Present Mr. and Mrs. Smead. January 29th, 1906. 

(All is ready, friends.) [Hand shakes and writing begins at 
once. | 

Yes. [Pause.] R * * * Hodgson, yes. 

(Make larger letters.) [Scrawls.] Richard Hodgson with miss 
Sawyer, what will know [scrawls or dots and parenthesis.] 1 2 3 4 
56789. ABCD. 

(That is good. Go on.) 

W E. [periods inserted. Pause.] 11 [?] Myers. [Lines of the 
apparent 11 merged to form ‘M’. Long pause of three minutes. | 

(Go on.) * * * * * [Distinct forms which might be symbolic 
of an attempt to write figures, letters or shorthand. Mrs. Smead 
unconscious. | 

[Mr. Smead noticing that the writing did not seem to come, 
awoke Mrs. Smead and when she was awakened, she could not open 
her eyes. She was fully conscious, but the muscles of the eyelids 
seemed useless. She said she saw the cross. When she was able to 
get her eyes open, she said she saw a church and it had the word 
England written over the spire. The church faced west. It had a 
long spire which thickened as it came down and the church ran from 
west to east. There was a man with a gown in front, as if coming 
out of the church; his hair and garments were all lit up with light. 
The church was grey stone. The man was coming down the church 
steps and the cross was above him about two feet. The condition of 
the eyes described remained ten or fifteen minutes. The sitting was 
resumed at 11 o’clock after this intermission. | 





612 Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research. 


(All ready again.) 

Ss. M. WAS THE PRIEST IN THAT EASTERN 
CHURCH. 

(Very good. Tell ts all about it.) 

| Mr. Smead thought the reference might be to Stainton Moses, 
as the initials were his. Whether Mr. Smead ever knew that Stain- 
ton Moses had been in an Eastern Church we cannot tell, tho it was 
a fact and might have been forgotten, if once known. ] 

my friend, we will get more light for you when it is that others 
come 

(That is good. I am a member of the church. Make yourself 
at home.) 

[Pause.] yes that is right. tell him so. yes he need not wonder 
at it, it is what is best, he will u. d. o. k., yes. 

(All right.) 

{Apparent Change of Control. ] 

yes, Courage Friend Hyslop, yes, we wish it so [pause] not lost. 
he will find it. 

( What is not lost ?) 

Friend Hyslop will know. (All right.) he will need look more 
carefully yes manuscript yes [scrawls] * * in my desk [scrawls] yes 
my room, yes. [A mass of scrawls representing great agitation. | 
* * [possible attempt at ‘Friend’.] H. 

(Please write the last word again.) 

[Figure of a hand and arm drawn, and marks suggesting an at- 
tempt at shorthand which Dr. Hodgson knew. | 

( What is that ?) 

hand yes my hand burned [?] with H * * [scrawls.] Chas. 
[scrawls.]| Yours. wait rest. 


The sitting then came to an end with the request on the part 
of the automatic writer to try again on the next day. This was 
done and the names of Mr. Myers, Robert Hyslop, my father, and 
the initials of Stainton Moses came with the name of Dr. Hodg- 
son, but there was no evidence of the supernormal, only a promise 
to improve the light or medium. 

Dr.’ Hodgson had a sort of shorthand which he promised 
through the automatic writing of Mrs. Piper to explain. Mrs. 
Smead did not know that fact. But the numerals and the alpha- 





“ Bosh” Proves to be Sense. 613 


bet,* when taken with reference to a “ manuscript in my desk in 
my room” and the probable reference to Charles Street where his 
rooms were suggest with some probability that the effort was to 
give the cipher “ Zeivorn”’ which was given to Professor James 
at his sitting after the death of Dr. Hodgson to which reference 
has been made. The evidence is not so compelling as we desire, 
but the circumstantial evidence is very suggestive. Besides the 
words “ hand my hand with H ” possibly refers to samples of his 
shorthand at the time with Henry James, who was his executor. 
Anagrams were found there at his rooms after his death and 
samples of his shorthand, some of which I also have. 
scripts were also there. 

The first possible attempt at this cipher is not so evident. It 
is the association of numbers and letters that suggest it and the 
other fragmentary allusions confirm the hypothesis. 


His manu- 


The con- 


fusion in the record of December 22nd, 1905, two days after his 
death, is apparent. Mrs. Smead had supposed from her vision 
on the 19th that there was a premonition or prediction of my own 
death and the effect of this surmise on her subconscious is appar- 


ent in the same subconscious impression on December 22nd, 1905, 
two days later. But it was corrected by the statement of the com- 
municator that it was “his friend”’ that had passed over. The 
impression that it was Dr. Hodgson’s mother she saw ‘in her 
vision establishes the connection and other influences diverted her 
mind to me and probably thwarted much that might have come 
but for the limitations of Mrs. Smead’s mediumship. But the 
reference to Dr. Hodgson’s mother and to the fact that it was my 
friend that had passed out, a circumstance known to Mr. Smead, 
but not to Mrs. Smead, point to the identity of Dr. Hodgson. 
Still more strongly do the initials of Dr. Hodgson point to him, 
while the letters suggest a connection with the numerals and let- 
ters on January 29th, 1906, quoted above. 
What the passage on January 29th, 1906, lacks is the word 
cipher” or its equivalent to clinch the matter. But the refer- 
ences to manuscripts, to his “ hand ’’, to his desk and to his room 
with the probable allusion to Charles Street where his rooms 


* Especially as the numerals given on January 29th and with which the first 
letters of the alphabet are coupled, go to and stop with 9. The actual cipher, 
as worked out by Mr. Wales, began with the first nine letters of the alphabet, 
forming a group treated in a particular fashion—W. F. P. 
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were, as well as his initials written on the day preceding un- 
mistakably point to Dr. Hodgson, while the fact that Dr. 
Hodgson had interested himself in such things and anagrams, as 
explained in the English Proceedings, renders it quite possible, not 
to say probable, that the attempt here in both cases was to give 
the same cipher which was given to Professor James some months 
later. It is certain that we cannot put any other intelligible in- 
terpretation on the data through Mrs. Smead. We could imagine 
irrational automatisms, but alli the evidence points to the other, 
tho it does not amount to proof of a rigid sort. Whatever ob- 
jection applies to the message through Mrs. Piper does not apply 
to Mrs. Smead who neither knew of Dr. Hodgson’s death nor 
had any chance even to learn of his cipher. The incident in either 
case is equivalent to a posthumous letter. 
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ADDITIONAL NOTES ON TWO BOOKS. 
By WALTER F. PRINCE. 


The book by Mr. Edward Clodd, The Question: If a Man Die 
Shall He Live Again? has been reviewed by Dr. Hyslop in the 
Journal for June, 1919. The book by an author who refuses to 
be known or questioned, entitled Thy Son Liveth, received ap- 
propriate attention in the issue for January, 1919. 

I would like to add a few notes on the former work, which is 
chiefly of value as furnishing in itself an example of the sorry 
results of prejudice and the determination to make out a case at 
any cost. And I would also like to add some reflections of my 
own to those from another hand on the latter publication, which 


is an excellent exhibit, in my opinion, for a study of the internal 
evidences of fiction. 


1. MR. CLODD’S BOOK. 


The general reader, who cons statements set down with an air 
or authority about cases and materials with which he himself is 
imperfectly acquainted quite naturally supposes that the cases and 
materials have been canvassed with critical care, and that the 
statements can be trusted. But the general reader, if shown that 
a writer makes blunders in the simplest matters of fact, on which 
cyclopedias and other easily accessible books of reference could 
set him right, must see that the same person will inevitably be 
still more likely to be untrustworthy when dealing with complex 
and intricate matters, and abstracting from lengthy records. 


Dr. Hyslop pointed to the blunder of saying that the real 
name of “ George Pelham” was Pennell. Even less pardonable 
is the inaccuracy of changing the name of Daniel Dunglas Home 
to David Dunglas Home, as is done on page 41. There are other 
blunders in the same passage. “ Home or Hume” is said to have 
been the name. There was no “or Hume” about it, as might 
have been seen from Mrs. Home’s biography of her husband 
(D. D. Home: His Life and Mission, p. 31). ‘“‘ Home always 
wrote his name ‘ Home’, but he retained the ancient Scottish 
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pronunciation of that name, ‘Hume’.” She calls the spelling 
Hume “a mistake made by many persons.”’ But there was no 
reason why Clodd should have repeated the mistake, if he had 
had any desire to be accurate. Again, we are informed (41) that 
Home, “in his seventeenth year * * * came out as a medium, 
finding support in that profession from a group of spiritualists.”’ 
But Home himself, who ought to know, tells us that this took 
place in the month when he was eighteen (/ncidents in My Life). 

Clodd is not more fortunate in his reference to the Rev. Dr. 
Phelps and the “ Stratford rappings”’ in his house. He calls 
that gentleman a “ Presbyterian minister” (38), which is no 
insult, but the fact was that he was a Congregationalist. And he 
says (84): “As for the Stratford disturbances, the report of 
them is practically valueless, because it was not set down by a son 
of Dr. Phelp’s [sic] till thirty years later, and then at second- 
hand, since he was no witness of what he affirms happened.” If 
the Stratford disturbances are not worth consideration it is not 
for the reason assigned. Does Mr. Clodd think that there were 
no newspapers in the United States in 1850? On the contrary, 
the house was visited by editors and reporters, as well as by other 
persons, and accounts, some of them lengthy, were printed in 
many papers while the events were in progress; notably in the 
Daily Derby Journal and the New York Sun, but also in the 
Journal, Palladium and Register of New Haven, Conn., the 
Bridgeport Standard, Hartford Times, New Britain Advocate, 
New York Tribune, New York Journal of Commerce, etc. The 
intimation that the story was solely dependent on what a son of 


Dr. Phelps wrote thirty years later is a laughable perversion of 
the facts. 


There is as poor luck with quotations as with concrete facts. 
Relating an incident told by Sir William Crookes about Home, 
Mr. Clodd says (47), using quotation marks and claiming to take 
the words from Crooke’s pen, that Home “ folded a handkerchief, 
and putting his left hand into the fire took out a red-hot cinder 
and put it on the handkerchief, which remained unburnt.” The 
incident is told by Crookes in the English Proceedings, VI, 103- 
104, and the statement is that Home “ folded it up and laid it on 
his hand like a cushion [he does not say which hand], putting his 
other hand [he does not say which] into the fire, took out a large 
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lump of cinder red hot at the lower part and placed the red part 
on the handkerchief.’ How does Clodd know that Home put his 
left hand in the fire? What is worth while stating so particularly 
is worth while having authority for. 


Again, he declares that “ Sir William tells us that on another 
occasion Home ‘ took a good-sized piece of red-hot coal from the 
fire, put it in his right hand and carried it with the other hand ’.” 
This, too, counterfeits a direct quotation. But what Sir William 
wrote was this (English Proceedings, VI, 103): “took out a 
red-hot piece nearly as big as an orange, and putting it on his 
right hand, covered it over with his left hand.” Clodd goes on 
with his vain attempts to quote Crookes: ‘‘ Then ‘he blew the 
small furnace thus extemporized till the lump was nearly at white 
heat ’,” in place of “then blew into the small furnace thus ex- 
temporized until the lump of charcoal was nearly white hot.” 


Small divergences, but what Clodd says that Crookes wrote 
Crookes did not write. 


Other quotations are misapplied. He speaks of the cold air, 
sometimes amounting to a decided wind, “ which frequently pre- 
ceded the manifestation of the figures’ [materializations]. But 
Crookes did not mention this in connection with materializations. 
He was talking of Home’s phenomena, in which materializations 
bore little part, and particularly of the movement of objects 
without contact. His language was (Notes of an Enquiry into 
the Phenomena Called Spiritual) : “These movements (and in- 
deed I may say the same of every kind of phenomenon) are gen- 
erally preceded by a peculiar cold air, sometimes amounting to a 
decided wind.” The reports by Crookes are short, and if Clodd 
cannot get them straight, what ability would he be likely to have 
of dealing correctly with, or of even understanding (if we are to 
acquit him of dishonesty), the voluminous Piper records? 

Insinuation often takes the place of argument, and a peculi- 
arly vicious form of insinuation dares not face the facts of 
record. Referring to the famous experiments with the spring 
balance, he slyly suggests that a hair may have been used (88). 
But the pull indicated was sometimes 314 pounds. If Mr. Clodd 
has in mind a human hair, he might have experimented and found 
that no human hair will bear such a weight. If he means a horse- 
hair, not only would that increase visibility, but he should, to be 
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fair, have shown how, in a good light, with five investigators 
watching him, it would be possible for a man at one and the same 
time to have the fingers of his hands touching one end of.a board 
three feet in length and be pulling down the other end of the 
board with a hair, without detection. The sneer that Sir William 
was too short-sighted to be trusted is unworthy, even if Sir Wil- 
liam Ramsay stooped to it (100). In the first place, there were 
four other observers present. In the second, Crookes used spec- 
tacles and it is the nature of these to correct defects of sight. The 
late Theodore Roosevelt, without his spectacles, was exceedingly 
near-sighted, but with them he could detect the markings of forest 
birds at a distance as well as John Burroughs himself. I have no 
objection to any intelligent criticism of Crookes’s experiments, 
but this juggling with the facts, this mere carping and insinuat- 
ing, is nauseating. It is the same with the talk about the mythical 
Blue Book (187), of which “ the Boston section alone contains, 
we are told, seven thousand names.”” Granting this were true, 
suppose that a particular inhabitant out of some 700,000 in Bos- 
ton paid a visit to a medium for the first time, how large a chance 
would she have of finding him listed, even if he gave his right 
name? And how much if he gave an assumed name, as he would 
if he had any sense? And supposing, as often happens, that he 
comes from another part of the country, and gave neither his 
name nor his residence, a very frequent case, how then would the 
Blue Book, granting that the monster existed, be of service? This 
would be a greater wonder than the one which it is sought to 
explain away. But there seems to be no difficulty in believing 
‘wonders, if only congenial ones can be selected. There is nothing 
funnier than the extreme credulity of some of the flouters of spir- 
its. Another example of Clodd’s avid belief in any sort of a 
statement which he thinks can make a point against the “ occult ”, 
is his quoting (66) with empressement, an allegation “ in a paper 
called Health, that above one thousand houses in London are 
tenantless because they are believed to be haunted.” Does he 
really believe that the upwards of 7,000,000 people of London 
have that list of one thousand houses memorized, so that none of 
these can get a tenant? Let anyone think, if he were walking 
through the streets of New York looking for an apartment, what 
likelihood there would be of his knowing whether any particular 
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house where a sign, “ To Let” is displayed has a “ haunt ” story 
attached to it, and whether he would ask ere renting, “Is this 
house haunted?” And yet there are upwards of a thousand 
houses in London that cannot get a tenant on such account! 
Rubbish! 

I have often marvelled at that’ assurance of editors, surely 
depending upon an afflatus from high heaven or—somewhere, 
since mere mortal man could not attain such wisdom, which en- 
ables them, even in the hot haste of their daily scribbling, to pass 
upon the protracted labors of any specialist on earth, and to show 
where he is right and where he is wrong by a few twirls of the 
pen. And I marvel at the like assurance of Mr. Clodd. The 
Hon. Gerald Balfour, not inferior in intellect to Mr. Clodd, as 
perhaps Mr. Clodd himself would admit, made certain statements 
about the lack of communication between Mrs. Verrall and Mrs. 
Willett, the automatists in the “ Ear of Dionysius” case. Bal- 
four was in a position to know something about the matter, Clodd 
was not, and yet the latter feels qualified to express dissent (246), 
saying that this is ‘a statement hard to reconcile with what is 
known of the relations between two people eager to solve a conun- 
drum and sharing a common belief.” What is the matter with 
the man, that he cannot imagine how anyone interested in what 
he is pleased to call a conundrum, can patiently pursue the only 
methods by which it can possibly get a trustworthy answer? 
And on what sort of meat has he fed that he should have the face, 
after skimming a report, to place his dictum (180) over against 
the verdict of Professor Sidgwick, F. W. H. Myers, Frank Pod- 
more, Alice Johnson and Mrs. Sidgwick, which they formulated 
after long and patient analysis? They show why the figures war- 
rant the verdict, he simply says that the figures do not warrant it, 
since the census was not big enough. If it had been bigger they 
might have added more emphasis to their very cautious opinion. 

I will admit that the report on the Census of Hallucinations 
(English Proceedings, X) is not primer reading throughout, but 
there was the privilege of letting it alone. It was not a duty that 
devolved upon Mr. Clodd to fall on the Report, on the contrary it 
would better have become him to have avoided it if it was too 
involved for him to follow. There is no excuse for saying (179) 
that of those who reported their experiences “ 322 affirmed that 
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they had seen apparitions of the human figure’’, when the re- 
port states (44) that 352 reported having seen apparitions of 
living persons, 163 of dead persons, and 315 of unrecognized 
persons. And the statement that “thirty-two reported death 
coincidences ”’ is also untrue. The report said (247-248) that 62 
persons reported death coincidences. For one reason and another 
the Committee scaled these down to a selected list of 32, but the 
fact remains that 62 were reported. 


Many examples of childish logic could be given. After assert- 
ing (183-184) that mediumship, apart from fraud, is the result 
of “an unstable nervous system, with resulting weakness of con- 
trol of the higher brain centers’, an allegation evidently cribbed 
from some vaporing psychologist who knows in his bones, and 
in no other way, that it must be so, Clodd goes on to say that 
“age would appear to count in impairment of mediumistic 
power’, and to instance Mr. Home and Mrs. Piper who lost 
their power to a large degree (both being under fifty). It would 
seem that practice in “ instability’ ought to produce increasing 
“weakness of control of the higher brain centers” instead of 
working a cure. The fact that Home’s general health was break- 
ing when his mediumistic abilities began to diminish would, in 
the absence of prejudice, be taken to denote that such abilities 
are not pathological. 


Clodd, after relating “a modern instance’’, usually skips 
back two thousand years or so to show that something like it was 
alleged then. Contrary to those who believe that almost any- 
thing could have happened before the close of the “ apostolic 
period ’’, though now quite prohibited by “ science”, he seems to 
take it for granted that any ancient claim must be false, since 
those were “ unenlightened days ’’, and that therefore any modern 
resembling case is discredited by its likeness to the ancient one. 
Whereas, if there are genuine and widely diffused phenomena in 
our times, it would logically be expected that there would have 
been such phenomena in former periods and among many races. 
Of course he picks and chooses, and may make his ancient ex- 
hibits as ridiculous as he pleases. 


Out of a wealth of instances I select two utterances of pure 


prejudice. The writer actually makes the fact that at the Craw- 
ford experiments prayer is offered by some member of the 
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Goligher family a presumption of fraud! (89) “ These pietistic 
preliminaries * * * lend an air of suspicion.” Of course the 
prayers are not evidential of genuineness, but that their employ- 
ment by persons of religious proclivities in conjunction with what 
is to them sacred should be presumptive of guile is a mystery to 
any but a jaundiced mind. And only a pen dipped in prejudice 
could write about “ the thin lips, hard expression of feature, and 
calculating looks as if to take the measure of their sitter’s credu- 
lity’ of Mrs. Piper and Mrs. Wriedt (115). I have not seen the 
portrait of Mrs. Wreidt, but Mrs. Piper surely deserves the 
derogatory description no more than a million other American 
women. In one portrait before me she looks a little constrained 
from the knowledge that she is having her picture taken, and in 
another not even that, and in both she is the very picture of a 
refined, reserved gentlewoman. Since when has it been incrimi- 
nating to have thin lips? Some psychics have thick lips, some 
thin, and others lips that are “ betwixt and between ”’, without 
any discoverable bearings of their labial measurements upon their 
character or abilities. 


We might go on indefinitely quoting passages which enforce 


the conclusion that Mr. Clodd’s book is a study in prejudice and 
the art of special pleading, but these must suffice. 


“THY SON LivETA. 


The Rev. John Whitehead, a leading Swedenborgian clergy- 

man of Boston, in November, 1919, reviewed this book in a public 
rya a . . - ° / 

address. The following is from a printed bulletin of the lecture: 


The author claims that the first message received from her son 
killed in France was received on a dismantled wireless instrument 
in New York. The son immediately after being killed went to an 
abandoned wireless instrument in a trench and sent a message to his 
mother in New York. The instrument had not the capacity for 
sending to such a distance but he depended on other disembodied 
spirits to relay the message until it was received in New York by 
his mother. This mode of sending and receiving a message by 
spirits using a material wireless is utterly impossible. It is also 
impossible for a dismantled wireless to receive any message that 








\ 
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may be winging its way on the ether wave. From this we see that 
the primary claim of the author is a fabrication pure and simple. 

A number of instances are given in which it is claimed by the 
son, now a spirit, that he was conscious of the material surroundings 
of the men in the trenches and cared for them. One instance will 
suffice as an illustration of the rest: 

“ Awhile ago I lifted up a wounded color-bearer, and together 
we kept the flag from touching the ground. That seemed to be his 
main idea. I held him until relief came and promised to wait in 
case he should come west. But he is to recover.” Pp. 56-17. 

The absurdity of this is seen when we know that the flags are 
not carried to the front lines; but are kept in a safe place behind the 


lines. No tattered flags are brought home because they were not 
used in battle.” 


The claim that the first messages were sent by apparatus of 
wireless telegraphy is fundamental and determinative of the 
whole book. For the claim does not depend solely upon what was 
said in the messages, which might have got “ balled up” (to use 


one of the reputed expressions of the “ son’’), but the “ mother ” 
says that she actually received the first messages by means of the 
apparatus in her house. That was “ demolished” (8) and re- 
mained so enough to “keep within the restrictions” (9). It 
would appear so, indeed, for “ he came back through the window 
with the multiple antennae in his arms and subdued the wires to 
a coil upon the table.” And yet, in that condition the apparatus 
was in working order, and was of course “ within the restric- 
tions’ of a Government that doesn’t care how well apparatus 
works so long as it is “ demolished ’’. It is a case of to be and not 
to be—that is the question. And before the youth went to war 
he was, it appears, planning his miracle, for he assured his mother 
(9) “ when I am in France Ill see if I can’t figure out a system 
of relays or something or other so that I can get in touch with 
you.” That is, while enjoying the leisurely life of a soldier in 
France he was going to “ figure out”’ and put into operation a 
system of relays “or something or other” terminating in an 
apparatus “ demolished ” so as “ to be within the restrictions ” by 
which he could send wireless messages to his mother. If he was 
not at that time planning on enlisting angels or spirits to operate 
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the relays, the operators would have to be flesh and blood men. 
And the messages, being actual ones depending upon wireless 
apparatus would immediately be brought to the attention of the 
authorities which had all wireless stations under rigid supervis- 
ion. That is as true of the period after the young soldier was 
killed and spirits took in hand the business of “ relaying ’”’ the 
messages started by his spirit on “‘ the abandoned apparatus in a 
trench” (17). The matter bristles with contradictions and ab- 
surdities. ‘Though spirits were the relaying operators, yet they 
operated material apparatus stationed at different points, and yet 
no one but the mother has reported that a dead man claimed to be 
sending messages by wireless. 

But let us suppose that this complicated miracle, of starting 
a message on an abandoned apparatus in a trench, having it re- 
layed with no mortal on the way being the wiser, and getting it 
secretly to the mother intact by a “‘ demolished ” apparatus, was 
possible and true. Then why in the name of common-sense did 
he not stick to the method? He had discovered a means of com- 
munication which was new in the history of the world, and a 
proof of spirit survival which was tremendous. He seems by his 
talk to be fully alive to the importance of convincing the world 
that there is life beyond the grave, and very anxious to do it. 
“If you could hear the cries that come to us from mothers and 
fathers and wives and orphans, you would know how continu- 
ously I plan and mull over this proposition. If you could just 
make them understand that there is no death” (28). Yet he had, 
under perfect working control, a method of mechanical com- 
munication, and only needed to keep on, have specialists called 
in as witnesses of the phenomena, at least as soon as the war 
ended, and incredulity would speedily have been paralyzed. But 
after the fourth “ wireless message’ he abandons this new, suc- 
cessful and astonishing method for the comparatively humdrum 
one of automatic writing (19-20). The only intelligible reason 
for the dropping out of the wireless telegraphy from the plot that 
I can discover is that thus is avoided the embarrassing inquiry, 
“Why not let others be admitted to witness and corroborate the 
epochal phenomenon ’”’? The reason given is puerile considering 
the magnitude of the issue at stake. “ The use of the wireless 
telegraph was soon abandoned for the better-known automatic 
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writing simply as a matter of convenience. This will, of course, 
make skeptics say that these are the writer’s subconscious ema- 
nations—nothing more or less.” Jpsa dixit, only I would object 
to the word “ subconscious”. Since one eye seems to be con- 
stantly on the “ book ” which is to be made (23, 47, 62, 76, 78), 
it could not have failed to occur to an intelligent spirit that the 
wireless telegraphy from a disembodied intelligence, persisted in 
and proved, would be the best selling copy. 

The writer of the entertaining piece of fiction has caught 
some phrases from more veracigus literature of psychical re- 
search, but had not the art to make the presented data comport 
with them. The first message is made to say “I am confused 
yet” (11). In evidential communications where such a claim 
is made there are signs of confusion. But there are none here, in 
the very first message, nor in subsequent ones. This is complete 
as a letter, from the ascription “ Mother” to the signature 
“Bob”. Every sentence is clear and to the point. Again there 
is the familiar claim that other spirits are trying to “ butt in. 
while I talk to you”’. In better accredited communications there 
is evidence of such attempts to “ butt in’, whether the like claim 
is made or not. But throughout the messages in this little ro- 
mance there is not a single passage showing signs of such inter- 
ferences. And from the first message, which is said to be literally 
quoted, there is not an intimation that the communications are not 
given exactly as received. 

Rivalling in absurdity the statements about relaying messages 
to a demolished wireless outfit and keeping the flag erect in the 
fighting of the last war, is one on page 37. “I happened to be 
near when the grenade fell in the trench and saw him grab it in 
his arms and scramble out with it before it exploded. He saved 
a whole company, among them many wounded * * * Then the 
bomb blew away his mortality.” The idea of a soldier, trained to 
his duties, saving a company by the ingenious expedient of taking 
a bomb in his arms and scrambling out of the trenches with it 
instead of pitching it back at the enemy as he stood in the trench, 
in a sixth of the time, is ridiculous. 


The Rev. John Whitehead got his eye so firmly upon the pre- 
posterous color bearer in the charge that he failed to note the 
equally preposterous Red Cross nurse near by, who was “ working 
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alone, plucky as anyone, regardless of the fact that a counter- 
charge of glorious furies in horizon blue had cut her off from 
her friends”, and who was, sad to say, struck by a shell and 
killed (57). Need I say that nurses in the Great War were not 
out among the fighters, wiping the death-damps from the brows 
of the fatally wounded and taking their last messages to sweet- 
hearts, but were compelled to remain in the hospitals in the rear 
and have the wounded brought to them? 

The reference to “ an old man at 26 Broadway ” who “ talks 
to his secretary about other invisible riches” undoubtedly has in 
view John D. Rockefeller who has for many years left the offices 
at that place severely alone. But we ought not to press this error 
too far, as many an embodied spirit supposes that Mr. Rockefeller 
only leaves 26 Broadway to sleep and to play golf. 

The reference to angels arming against the Hun (60) is prob- 
ably an adroit locution which may be made to mean little or much, 
depending on whether the legends of the “angels of Mons” 
should be authenticated or not. There are many indications that 
the writer is a “ downy ”’ person, and well read. 

The literary styles of “son” and “ mother” are one and the 
same. ‘There are the same short, sententious utterances, with 
occasional passages which are of a peculiar choppy character, in- 
cluding sentences lacking either subject or predicate, or composed 
of a mere phrase. 
The spirit says: 


But it seems that there are points of egress reached by defined 
channels. Ports of departure. (50). 

Get them boiled down to the utmost simplicity. To a sentence, 
if you can. Life is continuous and souls go marching on. That’s 
the big truth. All other things can be added unto it. Many things 
I say are not authoritative. But this thing is. Look into the Bible 
with these spectacles on, and see. (55). 

I cannot tell when it will end. When or how. No one but God 
knows what plan is being evolved from this chaos of worlds. Do 
not put any faith in prophecies except those in the Book, I mean the 
sible. I am not guiding your hand. ‘Can’t you understand?” (57). 


And the “ mother ” says: 
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Lut I knew it was to be. Knew as well as I did months later 
when war was declared. (8). 

Well, maybe they are. I cannot say that they are not. For | 
do not know what subconsciousness is. What stuff it is made of. 
Whence it comes or whither it goes. Maybe it is the bridge, the 
link between the mortal and immortal part of man.” 


I do not understand why a spirit should be ashamed of being 
what he is. This one tells his mother, “if you can get it firmly 
fixed in your mind that I am I, not what is vulgarly called a ghost 
but a being just as much as I ever was, we can start something 
worth while” (19). Since a “ ghost” is simply a spirit, and 
no one has ever intimated that a spirit is not a “ being’”’, what 
has this spirit to complain of? Again he says (22), “ That 
sounds occult and I do not want anything to be spooky or un- 
natural in these letters.” It seems to be a peculiarly uneasy and 
self-conscious sort of a spirit. Of course revelations about the 
other world must be “occult”. And “spook” is simply a 
humorous term for a spirit or apparition. But as “ Bob” not 
merely calls his mother a “ brick ”’ but explicitly declares that she 
is “‘ behaving like a brick ’’, I think he is entitled to be considered 
a humorous ghost, or, in other terms, a spook. 

Thy Son Liveth, I confidently believe, is an imposture, an imi- 
tation in some ways clever, drawing ideas from several books, but 
chiefly from ‘ Raymond”. It is a book made to sell, and I have 
no doubt it has fulfilled its purpose. If I am mistaken, let the 
writer come out of her ambush, and declare her name and submit 
to an examination of her evidences. She speaks of “ necessary 
anonymity ” (13). But her son has given her a sacred mission to 
perform, and she is anxious to perform it, and that is to convince 
the world of certain sacred truths which make for comfort and 
inspiration. And yet she takes the course which is unintelligible 
on the part of one who has such a holy mission of which she is 
not ashamed, and which prevents intelligent belief in a single 
sentence. It is the course natural to one who has invented a 
romahce, and is reprehensibly passing it off for truth. This I 
am convinced is the case, and I challenge her (or him) to throw 
off her (or his) mask. 





The “ Ethereal Body” of Sir Oliver Lodge. 


THE “ ETHEREAL BODY ” OF SIR OLIVER LODGE. 
By L. L. PIMENOFF. 


At death, according to Sir Oliver Lodge, the visible part of 
us,—our body,—is separated from our spiritual self and de- 
stroyed, while our soul, with all it implies: memory, character, 
affections,—goes on existing, perhaps forever. Our spiritual 
self, Sir Oliver Lodge thinks, is composed of ether. During our 
life we give out vibrations which make possible our intercourse 
on the physical plane. Speech, for example, he points out, con- 
sists of sound vibrations, which, reverberating through our 
physical surroundings, reach the hearer’s ear tympanum and set 
in motion in his brain the mechanism that enables him to repro- 
duce the thought in the speaker’s brain. But, even in our bodily 
existence, there is telepathy which makes us aware of things inde- 
pendently of physical means. Telepathic communication exists 
between the living and also, he believes, between the living and 
the dead, and even between the dead. 

The question arises, how we may square this view with the 
idea of the evolutionary origin of man from the lower species and 
through them his ascent from protoplasm as the first articulation 
of life on this planet. 

Science tells us that behind the material universe lies the un- 
known medium, the ether, out of which matter arose as the result 
of differentiation. The ether is the repository not only of all 
material energy, but also of all potentialities in the course of mat- 
ter’s evolution. Sir Oliver Lodge says: (“‘ The Ether of Space,” 
p. 118) “ The essential difference between matter and ether is 
that matter moves in the sense that it has the property of locomo- 
tion and can effect impact and bombardment, while ether is 
strained and has the property of exerting stress and recoil. All 
potential energy exists in the ether. (Italics are ours.) It may 
vibrate and it may rotate, but as regards locomotion it is station- 
ary, the most stationary body we know, absolutely stationary, so 
to speak: our standard of rest.” 

Ether, holding the parental relation to matter and being abso- 
lutely stationary, is the reservoir of potential energy which is the 
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energy of position, while matter, as the concomitant of its differ- 
entiation from the original medium, manifests kinetic energy 
which is the energy of motion. Soddy writes: (“ Matter and 
Energy,” p. 129) “ It is possible that all cases of potential energy 
involve the action of electricity as well as matter.’’ Potential 
energy is able to manifest itself in matter through the action of 
electricity, but then it is no longer potential, but kinetic. Soddy 
further says: (p. 141) “ The definition that molecules and atoms 
are the ultimate limit of the subdivision of matter by physical and 
chemical agencies carries with it the necessary corollary that 
molecules and atoms must be perfectly elastic and frictionless.” 
If they are perfectly elastic and frictionless, then they possess the 
attributes of ether, not of matter, at least not as we know matter. 


The fundamental spirituality of the casmos thus made evi- 
dent, science goes a step further and openly acknowledges the im- 
materiality of the constituent parts of the atoms—the electrons. 
Soddy thus describes the electron: (p. 169) ‘“‘ The electron has 
been spoken of as immaterial in the sense that it is not matter, 
but something at once finer grained and endowed with funda- 
mental qualities which distinguish it from any of the known kinds 
of matter.” Thus it is clear that the most exact of sciences, deal- 
ing with material phenomena, can be drawn upon for proof of the 
spiritual hypothesis. Again, on page 143 of the same work: 
“ Kinetic energy only is sensible and knowable. Potential energy 
may and does exist in matter to an extent even now scarcely 
capable of being grasped, but until the matter changes and its 
energy of position is converted into energy of motion, this energy 
is unknowable and unavailable.’ “ Until the matter changes ’— 
how? There is only one way for matter to change to make avail- 
able the potential energy, paradoxical as it may sound, it is to 
become dematerialized. For matter thus to change would be to 
revert to the original medium, with its store of potential energy. 

In this connection the words of Sir Oliver Lodge are weighty 
with portentous meaning: (“ The Ether of Space,” p. 28) “In 
fact, the ether has not yet been brought under the domain of 
simple mechanics,—it has not yet been reduced to motion and 
force: arid that, probably, because the force aspect of it has been 
so singularly elusive that it is a question whether we ought to 
think of it as material at all. No, it is apart from mechanics at 
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present. Conceivably it may remain apart, and our first addi- 
tional category wherewith the foundations of physics must some 
day be enlarged, may turn out to be an ethereal one. And, some 
such inclusion may have to be made before we can attempt to 
annex vital or mental processes. Perhaps they will all come in 
together. However these things may be, this is the kind of mean- 
ing lurking in the phrase that we do not yet know what electricity 
is or what the ether is. We know as yet no dynamical explana- 
tion of either of them; but the past century has taught us what 
seems to their student an overwhelming quantity of facts about 
them. And when the present century, or the century after, lets 
us deeper into their secrets and into the secrets of some other 
phenomena now in course of being rationally investigated, I feel 
as if it could be no merely material prospect that will be opening 
on our view, but some glimpse into a region of the universe, 
which science has never entered yet, but which has been sought 
from far, and perhaps blindly apprehended by painter, and poet, 
by philosopher and saint.”’ 

The first question to be solved here is the question of the 
origin of life, for it is the key to the whole problem. Thus far it 
has proved an unsolved riddle since the purely physical explana- 
tion, such as the effect of the sun’s heat acting in conjunction 
with sea moisture and rock deposits upon the inorganic com- 
pounds, is inadequate, because it begs the whole question of life. 
On the other hand, the suggestion that the life germ may have 
been brought to earth in the interstices of some fallen meteor is 
no explanation at all. The question of the origin of life has thus 
far eluded answer because the solution of the problem was al- 
ways sought in matter. Life did not arise from matter. It arose 
spontaneously and simultaneously with matter, and is part and 
parcel of the ether itself. To use the crude simile of our speech, 
it is a germ of the original ether with which matter was impreg- 


nated, as it came to be differentiated from ether by the production 
of the electron. 


In explaining the nature of the electron Sir Oliver Lodge 
says: (p. 90-91) “The simplest plan for us is to think of it 
somewhat as we think of a knot on a piece of string. The knot 
differs in no respect from the rest of the string, except in its tied 
up structure; it is of the same density with the rest, and yet it is 
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differentiated from the rest ; and, in order to cease to be a knot, it 
would have to be untied—a process which as yet we have not yet 
learned how to apply to an electron. If ever such a procedure 
becomes possible, then electrons will thereby be resolved into the 
general body of the undifferentiated ether of space—that part 
which is independent of what we call ‘matter’”. If we could 
untie the knot. . . . Life does just that, for both matter and life 
have an independent origin in ether, the one representing in its 
initial stage of electron a differentiation of ether (the knot in the 
string ),—the other, the life germ, the ether as such (the string 
tied in the knot) ; the former, following the law of inertia, tend- 
ing to evolve farther and farther away from the original medium, 
while the latter, by exerting stress against the differentiation, 
tending to revert to the original condition. It is the impact of 
the inertia of differentiation against the recoil of ether—the 
kinetic energy of the electron against the potential energy of 
ether, which yields the only rational conception of the life prin- 
ciple. Once conceived, life struggles pari passu with the evolution 
of matter, its tendency being always in the direction of greater 
and greater freedom in the parent medium and further and fur- 
ther away from the rigid domination of physical laws. Life, in 
its origin, is thus apart from matter, for to assume life as the 
vehicle of spirituality is to postulate a spiritual origin for life. It 
is to carry the idea of continuity to its logical conclusion. Aris- 
ing independently of matter, as a spark of the Divine Spirit, life 
is continually advancing towards spiritualization, continually 
striving to assert its ascendancy over matter. 

In the concluding chapter of his book, “ The Beginnings of 
Science,” Prof. Menge says: “ The Laboratory has given us our 
scientific law, that no thing can come from anything less than 
itself. 

“We have found a Unifying Causality which insists on 
making any part of the body become what it was apparently in- 
tended for, regardless of environment, that is, we have found an 
Inner Driving Force which brings into actuality whatever was 
purposed. 

““'We know that we ourselves are very complex adult forms 
and that we are intelligent, so that in accordance with what has 
gone before we must come to this final conclusion : 
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“ The First Cause must possess in an eminent manner, all the 
intelligence, all the complexity, all the purpose there ts im 
existence.” 

If the First Cause must possess all these then we can under- 
stand how life arose from ether. Everything exists in the ether, 
even that which does not exist (potentiality), for the ether is a 
plenum. Hence, if life exists in ether, then ether must possess 
animation, even if it be of a transcendental nature, inaccessible 
to our senses; otherwise, how could it give rise to life? Thus 
animation must be an attribute of ether, and as such, it works its 
way through matter to the final untying of the knot of our ma- 
terial body. 

How does the law of continuity bear out this view? In or- 
ganic life we see this law in operation through the function of 
reproduction which, by means of germ-plasm binds together all 
living organisms into a veritable tree of life. On the spiritual 
plane we have the “ pneuma”’ of the Fathers of the Church. In 
his ‘‘ The Biology of War”, Prof. Nicolai says: (p. 436) “ The 
Christians believed in the ‘ pneuma nagion’, in a sacred, vivify- 
ing, inspiring force, unifying together individual soul” [sic]. 
This pneuma nagion—the unifying force of all individual souls— 
was distinct from the material bodies of individuals, the world- 
soul, a part of the Divine Spirit. 

Perfectly conceivable from this point of view, the “ ethereal 
body ” of Sir Oliver Lodge squares completely with the law of 
continuity. We may assume our spiritual self as an entity which 
arose independently of matter from the ether of space and which 
was and is subject to evolution on the spiritual plane, just as its 
counterpart—the material body—was and is subject to evolution 
on the material plane. We have said that in order to manifest 
potential energy it would be necessary for matter to become de- 
materialized. This may explain the existence of the ethereal body 
by means of the potential energy of the ether, an idea which is 
already tentatively adumbrated by modern science. Writing of 
Le Sage’s conception of the “ ultra-mundane corpuscles ”, Soddy 
says: (“ Matter and Energy”, p. 113, 114) “ The value of the 
hypothesis is that it gives us, if we accept it, an idea of what 
potential energy might be, namely, the kinetic energy of what has 
so far remained outside the ken of science.” 
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Grant that all this is in the nature of speculation, but specu- 
lation, Sir Oliver Lodge says, is a necessary process in the search 
after truth. The objection to this view must be met not with the 
actual demonstration of the possibility of such existence, but with 
the proof of its impossibility. 

Says Prof. Menge: (“ The Beginnings of Science ”’, p. 194) 
“ We need not say a God is impossible because we cannot imagine 
such a thing, for the very simple reason that nothing that cannot 
be seen or heard or come under the senses in some way, is imagin- 
able; the very word means to be able to have an image, and an 
image is a copy of something that has come under the senses, and 
is then thrown on the screen of the mind. An electron, an atom 
and a molecule are unimaginable, though by no means unthink- 
able. In fact, we have to think them or much of our science 
ceases.” How potential energy may serve as the vehicle of ex- 
istence for our spiritual self we cannot imagine under the strict 
limitations of our physical senses, but we can think it, as we 
think atoms, molecules, electrons. 


Science, as we have seen, not only broadens the known uni- 
verse, but, in its ultimate postulates, actually lifts it out of the 
material plane. The tendency of modern philosophy which 
merely reflects that of life itself, is all in the direction of the 
spiritual interpretation of the cosmos. Henri Bergson is thus 
quoted in a recent dispatch: “ It is now an admitted fact among 
the most advanced scientists that the mental, or mind, activity of 
the human being is superior to and independent of his cerebral, 
or physical brain functions. In other words, the brain is merely 
the physical instrument of transmission of thought from the in- 
tangible mind, or soul, to the physical body. 

“This being so, and we know it is so, for scientists have 
demonstrated that memory and every other function of human 
thought are quite distinct and apart from the physical function- 
ing of the brain, it must be admitted that the continuity and evo- 
lution of individuality, accompanied by all the usual manifesta- 
tions of the thinking being, even to intelligible conversation is 
possible and even probable after the disintegration of the ma- 
terial body. 

“ Our souls, therefore, may be considered to exist and to con- 
tinue conscious existence after the death of our bodies. And the 
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object of the soul’s life in the material world, clothed in imprison- 
ing flesh, is certainly to temper, purify and thus fit it for a more 
intensive and better life on a higher plane.’ 

Sir Oliver Lodge truly says that our spiritual life is infinitely 
more important than our material existence; in fact, complete 
spiritualization is humanity’s goal and the way to achieve it is 
“The Way Ye Know.” Our material body is only a bridge by 
which we pass into the realm of spirit. But just as during our 
material progress the horse wagon was superseded by the steam 
and electric car and lately by the aeroplane, so during our spir- 
itual ascent our crude material body may be transformed or even 
discarded altogether. Were we perfectly spiritualized, there 
would be no bridge between the now and the hereafter. 

To sum up: Our spiritual self, the “ ethereal body” of Sir 
Oliver Lodge, springs direct from the ether of space as an inde- 
pendent entity and returns to it at death. In its inception, it is a 
spark from the Divine Spirit which, as the germ of life, struggles 
its way through matter until it bursts into flame in the soul of 
man. It is subject to evolution on the spiritual plane, and this 
evolution does not stop with life’s final untying of the knot on the 
material plane. Being unhampered by rigid material conditions 
and achieving the fulness of freedom of the ether itself, the spir- 
itual self exists by means of the potential energy of the ether, 
which becomes the kinetic energy of its existence. Spiritual 
manifestations may be explained on this ground and the difficulty 
of communication between the living and the dead may be due to 
the difficulty of converting the potential into kinetic energy on our 
plane, involving, as it does, the process of re-creation. Sir Oliver 
Lodge thinks that the other world may be the same world viewed 
from a different angle. It seems but logical to think so, since the 
perceptions of the ethereal being, or what corresponds to the 
senses in us, would be on a higher spiritually, but still on a con- 
tinuous, plane; the ethereal body is already a spiritual entity 
before it discards its material form. The “ ethereal body ” of Sir 


Oliver Lodge is the key which is to unlock for us both doors of 
the cosmos. 
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INCIDENTS. 


The Society assumes no responsibility for anything published under 
this head and no endorsement is implied, except that it is furnished by 


an apparently trustworthy contributor whose name is given unless with- 
held by his own request. 


PHANTASM OF THE LIVING. 


The following incident is from the collection of Dr. Hodgson. 
It was first published in the Banner of Light, the Spiritualistic 
paper of Boston, and came, in a short time, to the notice of Dr. 
Hodgson who at once made inquiries regarding it. The story 
will explain itself. I quote the account published in the Banner 
of Light and the correspondence will follow.—Editor. 


[Banner of Light.] 
TESTIMONY OF ALBERT P. BLINN. 


April 16th, 1904. 

While at Lake Pleasant some three or four years ago, associated 
with Capt. David P. Barber of Nashua, N. H., in the camp duties, 
I entered his cottage one morning and found him making hurried 
preparations for returning home. Much surprised, as Mr. Barber 
had made no mention of going home the night before, I asked the 
reason, and the following conversation took place. 

“My mother is ill, and I am going home as quick as I can get 
there.” 

“Why, when did you hear, have you had a telegram?” 

“No, but my sister came to me last night and told me to come 
home.” 

“Came to you? How? Why, your sister is alive.” 

“Of course, she’s alive, but she came to me just the same. She 
did it once before. It was this way. I went to bed, as you know, 
about ten o’clock and went to sleep. I woke up somewhere about 
midnight. I was wide awake, and as I looked toward the door I 
saw Lucy standing there, and she told me mother was sick, that 
she was worried about her and wanted me at home, and I am going 
on the 9.13 train. If any mail comes you can open it.” 
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Mr. Barber went ‘on the 9.13 train and the 10.34 train brought 
a letter for him which I opened and found that it stated that his 
mother was not at all well, but in no danger. The letter was signed 
by Mr. Barber’s sister Lucy. It was hardly read when a telegram 
came, asking Mr. Barber to come home at once. The next news 
that came was that the dear old mother had gone to the higher life. 

As for Mr. Barber and his sister, they are living today in Nashua. 
At the time that Mr. Barber awoke at Lake Pleasant his sister was 
in Nashua nursing her mother, who had suddenly became ill, and 
her whole thought was upon her brother, wishing he was at home. 

Was this mere transmission of thought, or was it not soul visit- 
ing soul, spirit seeking spirit? 


Then follows the correspondence. The informant, Mr. Blinn, 
found that he had erred in his statement in the Banner of Light, 
as to the time of the occurrence, but he had data by which he was 
able to correct the mistake. A mistake in regard to the person 
who appeared in the phantasm occurred and that also had to be 
corrected. But the fact of the apparition seems to have been 
confirmed. It was Mrs. Morrill, another sister, who appeared 
to her brother. She seems to have been asleep when he saw the 
phantasm and knew nothing about it until she afterward heard 
of it. But she seems to be psychic and refers the explanation to a 
tertium quid. Explanations however must await further and 
better investigation.—Editor. 





61 Dartmouth St., 
Boston, Mass., April 20, 1904. 
RicHarp Hopcson, LL.D., Sec’y & Treas. 
Society for Psychical Research, 
Boston, Mass. 
My Dear Sir: 


In reply to your letter of inquiry of the 14th inst. regarding 
article in the “ Banner of Light” entitled “A Phantasm of the 
Living,” I would state that the occurrence actually took place as 
narrated except that upon figuring back I find that it happened 
longer ago than I supposed. 

Capt. David P. Barber was a general manager for the New 
England Spiritualists’ Camp Meeting Association of Lake Pleasant, 
Mass. I was the secretary of the association, and we had met up 
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there to arrange for the renting of the Lake Pteasant Hotel. I had 
supposed that it could not have been more than four years ago, or 
five at the most, but I find by the records of the association that 
Mr. Barber was general manager for the year of 1897, therefore 
we met there in the early part of the summer of that year; I think 
it was June 19 or 20, 1897. 

We must have been there about three weeks and on Sunday 
evening after supper I left him in his cottage about eight or eight- 
thirty o’clock and went across to my own cottage, just across the 
street, wrote a few letters, and went to bed. Mr. Barber made no 
mention of going home; in fact we had planned to go to Greenfield, 
Mass., six miles away, the next forenoon and attend to some legal 
affairs ; consequently I was much surprised on entering his cottage 
the next morning (Monday) to find him engaged in packing his 
grip and, on inquiry, to hear him state that he was going home on 
the next train. I can remember the day of the week very well (it 
being Sunday) but cannot state the exact date, but it must have 
been the 9th or 10th of July. I have written Mr. Barber to find 
out. I asked him why he had decided to go home so suddenly, was 
it because he was sick, and he replied, “ No, I am not sick but they 
want me at home.” The conversation then ensued as told of in the 
“ Banner.” I went to the station with him and, as he was waiting 
for the Fitchburg train which leaves Lake Pleasant for the east 
at 9.13 A. M., he again told me, “If any mail comes for me you 
can open it.” We have two mails a day at Lake Pleasant in July; 
the eastern mail arrives at 10.34 A. M., the western at 11.33 A. M., 
and on the arrival of the eastern train at 10.34 I received a letter 
addressed to Capt. Barber telling him that his mother was not 
feeling well. I was reading the letter when I heard some one at 
Mr. Barber’s cottage and found it was the telegraph operator with 
a telegram. I took it and found an urgent summons for Mr. 
Barber’s immediate return home. The next news that came was 
that Mr. Barber’s mother had passed to the higher life. 


I had written the above when I received a letter from Mrs. 
Barber’s sister, Mrs. Eliza P. Morrill, in reply to a letter I wrote 
asking Mr. Barber about the dates, and I enclose it for you. I also 
enclose clipping from the Manchester (N. H.) Union of last Friday, 
April 15, which will explain why Capt. Barber has not answered 
your letter or mine. I find on reading Mrs. Morrill’s letter that it 
was his sister “ Liza” (Mrs. Morrill) whom Mr. Barber saw, and 
not his sister Lucy (Mrs. Baker), but as I was acquainted with 
both and the letter and telegram were signed by “ Lucy,” I had the 
name in my recollection as the sister who “ appeared ” to him. 


Yours very cordially, 
ALBERT P. BLINN. 
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Nasuva, April 18, 1904. 
FrieND A. P. BLINN: 

Banner rec’d today. Your communication is well written and 
correct with exception of name of sister. Lucy and self were with 
our mother at home during her last sickness. 

She was with us as usual Sunday morn, July 11th, 1897. 

About eleven 30 called for something warm for pain in chest; 
got no rest until the angels took her. David had been at the Lake 
several days; thought he would come Sat. night; as he did not we 
were anxious. Lucy wrote Sunday, P. M. and sent to mail, so you 
could not have received her letter until after he left; as you said, 
she signed both letter and telegram. Late Sunday night Lucy 
told me to go and get some rest; she would call if needed help, so I 
was at ease and went quickly to sleep. being in repose the guardian 
influences took the “ phantasm” to my brother. He was awake 
and saw me standing in the doorway. 

(What was the voice and intelligence?) 

I said “ David, you are wanted at home.” He came Monday the 
12th as stated, and was with us at her transition July 15th, 6.30 
A. M. conscious and conversing with us until free from the mortal ; 
did not seem unconscious for one instant. 

These manifestations through my magnetic forces are always 
given when the physical is in perfect quietude. I know nothing 
until told by those who witness the “ form.” 

I believe in transmission [sic] of thought, but I do not seem to 
exercise intense thought power in any of my night wanderings. 

I always had very strong magnetic powers which were a great 
help in the practice of Electropathy for nearly 30 years. 

The Electro Battery combined with the Magnetic helped to do 
many wonderful cures. But I never called myself a “ Magnetic 
healer.” 

You know David was not much of a talker, but he had seen and 
knew many things spiritual, which might be told. 

The Psychical Research require some “ Red Tape.” Will they 
have more convincing evidence than those who have investigated 
the plain common sense way? I have seen much, and it is not belief 
with me. I know I eat, drink, sleep. I am as sure of a life beyond 


this, and the loved ones gone before do return and help those who 
trust and give them welcome. 


Please excuse this. I gave up proselyting years since. When 
we are ready to accept the blessing the angels will meet us more 
than half way. Euiza P. Morritu. 
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LAKE PLeaAsAnt, Mass., Sept. 21, 1904. 
RicHarp Hopeson, Sec’y & Treas. 
Society for Psychical Research, 
Boston, Mass. 
My Dear Sir: 


In reply to your letter (enclosed) received some time ago, I understand 
that Mrs. Morrill was not aware of her visit to her brother as related by 
him, but I enclose a ietter from her, which I trust will not weary you to 
read. I can vouch for Mrs. Morrill’s veracity and her reputation in every 
way is above reproach. I think her letter, while not directly answering 
your question, yet will throw some further light for your understanding 
of the facts. 

Cordially yours, 
ABert P. BLINN. 


NasHua, Aug. 14th, 1904. 
Mr. A. P. Buinn, 


DEAR FRIEND: 


Yours of August 5th was duly received. 


I do not seem to remember just what I wrote you. Can answer Mr. 
Hodgson’s question. 

I am not conscious of my nocturnal visits, know nothing about them only 
as I am told by the parties I visit. When a child I was a Noctambulist, 
walked all over the house. If sent back to my bed in the dark, would not 
get up again for several nights. If some one with a light went with me, 
would be sure to go down stairs the next night. I have a remembrance of 
many curious things that happened. I have never known any person like 
myself, with all my experience with sensitives and mediumship. I have 
tried to be mesmerized but the most powerful operator could not affect me. 


ExizA P. Morrit. 


PREMONITION. 


The following incident from the records of Dr. Hodgson 
largely explains itself. There is no apparent reason why the man 
should associate a vision of a house with his own death or regard 
it as premonitory of the same. But its occurrence a third time 
and his death almost immediately afterward gives it coincidental 
character, whether it does anything else or not. The fact of its 
occurrence and his belief in its significance seem to be proved, 
but the coincidence may not escape the objection of auto-sugges- 
tion.—Editor. 
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THE MINNEAPOLIS JOURNAL. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
Jan. 6, [1904.] 


Mr. RicHarp Hopcson, 
Boston. 
DEaR SIR: 
Inclosed please find clipping from a St. Paul paper of an Omaha case 
which may be of interest to the S. P. R. 
Very sincerely yours, 
W. P. KirKwoop. 


“ Omana, Nes., Jan. 5. Charles Noyce foretold his own death 
from a dream. He died Saturday, after seeing a vision the night 
before, which he believed would be the forerunner of his sudden 
death. He had been in good health. When Noyce was a boy he 
dreamed of seeing a beautiful building partly completed and that 
the vision would come to him twice again, the third time to mean 
death. He told Rev. C. N. Savidge of the vision when it appeared 
the second time, ten years ago. He told his family about the last 
appearance of the vision the day he died. Noyce was a farmer 


well known at Irvington. Rev. [Mr.] Savidge is pastor of the 
People’s Church of Omaha.” 


Omanwa, NEsr., Jan. 16, 1904. 
Mr. RicuHarp Hopcson, 
Boston. 


My Dear Sir AND Frienp: Your letter received. Mr. Charles 
Noyce was born in London, Eng. on May 29, 1833. Came to 
America at the age of twenty, married and settled on a farm twelve 
miles north of this city. Here he lived and died. Ten years before 
his death he said to me, I have seen the vision of a building. He 
felt that it had a double significance. It was a type of his life and 
was to be his heavenly home. He said: “I first saw the building 
when its foundation was being laid.” The building then gave 
promise of greatness and of beauty. This vision came to him in 
his early life. The second vision came to him when he was in the 
fifties. It was then up to the second story. Now he said: “I shall 
see it again, and then it will be about completed, and when it is 
completed, I shall die.” 

When I was called to preach [at] his funeral, I asked his 
daughter, who was his constant companion, if her father had seen 
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the third vision of the building. She said, “ Yes, shortly before 
his death.” He told her the building was finished and they were 
cleaning up the grounds. “ Now,” he said, “I must go.” Shortly 
afterward he died. 

He said there were always thirteen people about the building. 
That was the number of his family, and it stood, he said, on 13 acres. 

You might write the Rev. Thos. Noyce, Wilcox, Nebr. or Rev. 
Joseph Noyce, Irvington, Nebr. his sons; but he did not talk with 
the most of his family on this matter, so they may not be able to 
give you any additional information. And the daughter in whom 
he confided is not educated, and could hardly tell fully what was 
told to her. Mr. Noyce was a well poised, honest, old fashioned 


- 


farmer. Very sincerely yours, 
CHARLES W. SAVIDGE. 


OmaHwa, Jan. 23, 1904. 
Mr. RicHarp Honcson, 


Boston. 
My Dear FRIEND: 


Your letter received. If you address a letter to Mr. Fred. Noyce, 
Irvington, Nebr., with a request for him to sign, or his sister (the one who 
knows the most of the case) I think it will be attended to. 

Most sincerely yours, 
CuHarRLes W. SaAvIncE. 


Feb. 25th, 1904. 
DEAR SIR: 

My brother Rev. J. C. Noyce sent your letter to me. I will 
enclose it to you so you understand. My brother sent it to me as I 
was one of those my father told his dreams or vision to. Father 
looked upon it as a Divine Message, and we do not care for it to be 
made public any more than it has been. 

Sincerely, 
M. F. N. 














Book Reviews. 


BOOK REVIEWS. 


Meslom’s Messages from the Life Beyond,’ by Miss Mary McEVvILty. 


I have been quite won by this litle book, because of the simple beauty of 
its language, the lofty quality of its ethics, and the soundness of its practical 
psychology. 

These qualities exist, whatever the origin of the messages. 

But evidence which I have examined, and the experiments which I have 
myself made, incline me to the opinion that other intelligence than that of 
Miss McEvilly at least co-operated in their production. 

Some of the experiments were of the nature of what is termed psychom- 
etry. The lady held in her hands an unread letter or other object, and then 
gave out her impressions which contained an astonishing percentage of cor- 
rect statements. Not being a convert to the explanation, which leaves the 
phenomenon as mysterious as before, that information comes by way of 
“ vibrations” from the object, I prefer to posit telepathy or the agency of 
unseen intelligences. But any of the three theories fails to escape the impli- 
cation of being supernormal. In one of the cases, the telepathy, if that was 
the process, would have had to operate to a distance of several hundred miles. 

Other experiments dealt with alleged messages from the dead, and some 
of them contained a strong evidential factor. 


But the “ Meslom Messages” can stand on their own merits, regardless 
of their source. 


W. F. P. 





To Woman: from “Meslom.” By Mary McEvitty. With Preface by 
W. F. Prince. Brentano’s, New York, pp. 108. 

This and the former book purporting to be from “ Meslom” through Miss 
Mary McEvilly, are among the best of the reputed communications from the 
other world of a sniritual and ethical character. 

I do not know who “ Meslom” is, or that he is, but I do know that 
Miss McEvilly has, both in connection with others and with my own ex- 
periments, given evidence of intelligence other than her own, acting through 
her brain and hand. 

I think that to heed the Meslom messages would indeed help one to 
orientate herself in the universe, and to make harmony in both her inner and 
her outer relations. 

“Saying so” does indeed make it so, as the book affirms, in the sense 
that whatever is fundamentally integral to a life may be brought into 
realization best by believing in, affirming and expecting it. 

One might think that there is an exaggerated idealism of womankind.in 
the little volume, but it is a psychological law that the contemplation of the 
ideal, the vision of what a thing is at its best, is the way to fixate the atten- 
tion of the soul and to set it on the track of the realization of the ideal. 
It is not by absorbed contemplation of faults that one becomes able to 
depart from them. 

The ancient prophets were not primarily predicters, but were mouth- 
pieces, fore-tellers of God or supernal intelligences. I know no reason why 
inspiration would be shut up between the lids of one ancient volume, or why 
truth should not be told anew, reshaped to fit the conditions of another age, 
or why Miss McEvilly, considering the beauty and value of the teachings 
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which find expression through her, should not be entitled to be called one of 
the “Minor Prophets” of our period. 

Miss McEvilly is a lady of keen intelligence, but she never has been a 
student of psychology, New Thought, or mental therapeutics. Indeed, her 
attention, until it was drawn to the subjects treated in her two books, 
through the agency of the automatic writing itself, was absorbed in quite 
other matters, largely in a musical direction. She was for several years a 
pupil of Jean de Reszke. She is admirably sound and normal, mentally and 
physically, and the automatic phenomena are of recent beginning. 


WPF. 











PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE SOCIETY 
1H 


FIRST,—The investigation of alleged telepathy, visions and ap- 
paritions, clairvoyance—including dowsing or the finding of water or 
minerals by supernormal means, premonitions, coincidental dreams—all 
kinds of mediumistic phenomena, and, in fact, everything of a super- 
normal character occurring in this field. 


SECOND,—The collection of material bearing on the nature of these 
phenomena. Similar data are earnestly solicited from members, but will 
be welcomed from any source. In this connection it should be noted 


that all names pertaining to such phenomena will be treated as confi- 
dential, if so desired. 


THIRD,—The formation of a library on all the subjects with which 
psychic research is connected. Contributions of books are welcome from 
members and others. To avoid duplication of unnecessary copies all 
persons are asked first to communicate with the Secretary. 


MEMBERSHIP FEES 


ASSOCIATES have the privilege of being enrolled in the Society and 
of receiving its JOURNAL, and pay an annual fee of $5. A person may 
become a Life Associate on the payinent of $100. 


MEMBERS have the privilege of being enrolled in the Society, of re- 
ceiving its PROCEEDINGS and JOURNAL, and pay an annual fee of 
$10. A person may become a Life Member on payment of $200. 


FELLOWS have the privilege of being enrolled in all Sections of the 
American Institute; of receiving the publications of the same, of the use 
of a reference library, and shall pay an annual fee of $25. A person may 
become a Life Fellow on the payment of $500. 


PATRONS have the privileges of Fellows, Members, and Associates, 
and shall have their names published, if so desired, during their lives in 
all the Proceedings of the Institute. A person may become a Patron on 
the payment of $1,000. 


FOUNDERS have the privileges of Patrons, Fellows, Members, and 
Associates, and shall have their names published in perpetuity, if so de- 
sired, in all the Proceedings of the Institute. A person may become a 
Founder on the payment of $5,000. 


ALL MEMBERSHIPS date from January 1st, though those who join 
in November or December will receive the current Journals free. 


Published by the American Society for Psychical Research 
at YORK, PA. 


DR. WALTER F. PRINCE, Editor. 


Reports and letters relating to psychic experiences and investigations 
should be sent to Dr. Prince, Acting Director of Research. All other cor- 
respondence should be addressed to Miss G. O. Tussy, Acting Secretary. 


Executive and Editorial Offices, 44 E. 23rd St., New York City. 


Changes of address shculd be sent to A. S. P. R., 12-16 South Water 
St., York, Pa. 








THE ENDOWMENT 


OF THE 


AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


ey 


The American Institute for Scientific Research was incorporated under 
the Laws of New York in 1904, for the purpose of carrying on and endow- 
ing investigation in the fields of Psychical Research and Psycho-thera- 
peutics. The American Society for Psychical Research is a Section of 
this Corporation and is supported by contributions from its members and 
an endowment fund which now exceeds $185,000. The amount only pays 
for the publications and office expenses, but does not enable the Institute 
to carry on its scientific investigations. A much greater sum is required 
before this work can be carried forward with the initiative and energy 
which its importance deserves. The charter of the Institute is perpetual. 

The endowment funds are dedicated strictly to the uses set forth in 
the deed of gift and are under the control of the Board of Trustees, the 
character and qualifications of whom are safeguarded, as in cases of other 
scientific institutions. 

Moneys and property dedicated by will or gift to the purposes of the 
American Institute, whether to the uses of psychical research or psycho- 
therapeutics, are earnestly solicited. The form which such dedication 
should take when made by will is indicated in the following condensed 
draft. 


FORM OF BEQUEST FOR THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE 
FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the American Institute for Scientific 
Research, a corporation organized under the Laws of New York, the sum 
WE ahd Wis Ge was hee dollars,* in trust, however, to administer the same for 
the benefit of the American Society for Psychical Research,} a branch of 
said corporation, and for its purposes only.” 


* In case the bequest is real estate, or other specific items of property, they should be 
sufficiently described for identification, 


+ In case the donor desires the funds used for Psycho-therapeutics this should read: 


“in trust, however, for the benefit of its branch for the investigation of Psycho 
therapeutics and for such purposes only.”’ 
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